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A GENUINE 


OF THE 


Whoſe Hands and Legs rotted off, 
55 In the pax Is H of . 
King's-Swinford in Staffordſhire ; 
Where he died, June 21, 1677. 


_ Carefully collected by Ja. ILLINGWORTE, B. D. 


To which is added, 


| (Occafion'd by this remarkable Inſtance of Divine Vengeance) 


A Dis cou RSE concerning God's Judgments 5 
preach'd (in Subſtance) at Old Swinford in Wor- 
ceſterſhire, a neighbouring Pariſh to King's-Swin- 
ford. Hs NE. 


By STMON FORD, D. D. 
And Rector of the ſaid Pariſn. 


To the Wnorx is prefix'd, 


The Rev. Mr. William M hiſton's remarkable Mention of 


this extraordinary Affair; with his Reaſons for the Republi- 
cation thereof, taken from his MREMOIRSõ. | 


— — 9 
e os. LON D. 


| Reprinted, from the fiſt EDIT IO V in 1678; and fold by 


R. GRIFFITHs, in St. Paul's Church-yard; ur. Eppowss, 
Bookſeller in Salop; Mr. Pars0ns, Brokfſeller in Newcaſtle, 
ys fats pg and by all other Bookſellers in Great Britain and 
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The following Mention of the enſuing 


Narrative and Sermon is taken from 
Mr. WHISTON's Memoirs, pag 4 


6 B UT before I — to my own Hiſtory, 
| I cannot omit to mention the Relations 
« that came to my Father at Norton, when I 
« was but a Child under ten Years of Age, con- 
t cerning that wonderful and undeniable Inſtance 


&« of the Puniſhment of one Jobn Duncalf, of 


% King *-Swinsford, about thirty Miles from us 
« in Staffordſhire ; of which I well remember 
« we had ſeveral Atteſtations at the very Time, 


« either from Eye and Ear- witneſſes, or thoſe 
« who had ſpoken with Eye and Ear-witneſſes. 


« This John Duncalf had curſed himſelf upon 
« his ſtealing a Bible, and had wiſhed, that if 
« he ſtole it, his Hands might rot off before he 
« died; which proved moſt true, and moſt af- 


ce fecting to the whole Country and Neighbour- 


% hood. The exact Narrative itſelf, written 
« by Mr. Wingworth, and the judicious Sermon 
& that accompanies it, preached by Dr. Ford, 
e are now before me, and ought, in this ſcepti- 


« cal Age, to be reprinted, and recommended to 
(e all 
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1 
« all who either deny, or doubt of the Interpo- 
ce ſition of a particular divine Providence ſome- 
« times, for the Puniſhment of notorious wicked 
« Men, even in theſe laſt Days. And I am, and 
« have long been, of the great Lord Verulam's 
« Opinion, here juſtly referred to by Dr. Ford, 


4 Page 75, who takes Notice of it as a Defect in 


« the hiſtorical Part of Learning, that there is 
« not extant an impartial and well-atteſted Hiiſto- 
« ria Nemefios, as he calls it; an Account of the 


& moſt remarkable Judgments of God upon the 


Ge Wicked, and complains of it accordingly.“ 


2 . 
. 


TO THE 


Bev. . Ford, D D. 


RECTOR ef 


N Old. Sin with in V alen. 


1 R, 
E INM G importuned by 4 


Gentlemen, M inifters, and others 
of our Neighbourhood, to draw up a full 
Narrative and Account of that late fad 
Providence which hath filled the Hearts 
and Mouths of the Country round about 
us, the Fame whereof : zs alſo ſpread into 
remote Parts, J was at laſt prevailed 
with to endeavour their Satisfattion : 
And the rather becauſe of general Ru- 
mour in the Country, that the Man had 
declared feveral Things to me of near 
Concernment to himſelf, which be con- 
cealed from all other Vifitants. That 1 
might not 3 ſuffer * Reports 


65 


1 Þ 
to paſs uncertain, nor be wanting in tha? 
which was by fome urged as my Duty; 
I did, by travelling at ſeveral Times 
above fixty Miles in the Parts adjacent, 
inguire into divers particular Circum- 
feances, which I was not before fully clear 
in; and have now at laſt ſet all down in 
plain Words, ſuitable to ſuch an Account, 
that the Meaneſt concerned to know and 
make good Uſe of the Providence, might 
at firſt reading clearly underſtand it. 
Sir, That I addreſs this to you, is, 
that I may take an Opportunity to make 
my hearty Acknowledgments for your 
* and uſeful Diſcourſes in the Pul- 
| pit upon this Occaſion , Zo the general 
Satisfaction of your Hearers; and 1 
muſt, in my cum Name, and many 0 
theirs, intreat you would make the Sub 
D dance of them more publick from the 
8 Prebs, 7 that the Readers may learn not to 
be £00 cenſorious i in Things of this Nature, | 
nor yet to paſs by ſo ſignal a Providence 
1 without that juſt Obſervation it deſerves, 
ji and due Reverence toward that God who | 
1 is known by the Judgments which he 
18 eee as Ae have Sl ſhewed US. J 
lt _ f N Zope, 4 


Ox 
£23) 


1 
T hope, Sir, 1 invite you to nothing but 
what your own Fudgment accounts worthy 
your Labour; and I am confident it will bs 
no mean Addition ts your elaborate Ser- 
vices of God and his Church. In which, 
that you may be long continued for bis 
Glory, and the Good of his People, ſhall 
be the "Ny Prayer of, 


| EDI SI R, 
Your moſt affectionate, 
Though unworthy F riend, 


To honour and ſerve you, 


J. ILLINGVWORTH. 
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A juſt Narrative or Account of the Man 
whoſe Hands and Legs rotted off in. 
the Pariſh of Kings-Swinford in Staf- 
fordſhire, where he died, June 21, 
1677. | ot — oak 8 


ICHARD DUNCALF of Coaſal 
Pariſh, not far from Wolverhampton, in. 
the County of Stafford, dying many” 
Years ſince (and his Wife alſo) left behind them 
muy Children, and but {lender Proviſion for 
them. F N 57289 $2 ICT 
One of their Sons, Jobn Duncaff, bound 
himſelf an Apprentice to Thomas Gibbons of 
Kings-Swinford in the ſame County, Wheel- 
wright. When he had ſerved his Maſter two 
Years and ſeven Months (or thereabouts) he and: 
his Fellow Apprentice ſtealing from their Maſter 
a conſiderable Quantity of Iron, delivered it to 
a third Perſon, who promiſed to conceal it from 
their Maſter ; but being all brought before the 
Right Honourable the Lord Ward of Dudley- 
Caſile, upon Examination ſeverally, they accu- 
ſed each other, and confeſſed the whole: By 
which Means there was found concealed (as Tho. - 
Gibbens faith) 26 Pounds of old Iron, beſides 
more that was wrought up, new Waggon- 
Nails, Ends of Bars, Sc. Upon their Confeſ- 
ſion the Lord Ward feat them to the Houſe of 
Correction, about Ofober 14, 1675. But the 
other Apprentice being dangeroully ſick there, 
and this Jobn Duncalf pretending, at leaſt, to 


B 3 be 


„ . 
be ſick alſo, they two were ſet at Liberty the 
Week following. After Which Time this ſaid 
Jobn Duncelf refuſed to come again to his for- 
mer Service {ſaying he would never Tet his Feet 
in Kings-Seinford, whilſt he lived) but offering 
and engaging to pay .to his Maſter forty, Shil- 
lings, his Maſter and he gave Releaſes to each 
other; by which Means this young Man {who 
was then full twenty Years of Age, and at more 
Liberty than farmerly whilſt an Apprentice) 

ave himſelf up to licentious Courſes, viz. (as 
— to me, April 26, 107%) to 1dleneſs, 
Stealing; Lying, Curſing, Swearing, | Drunken- 
neſs, and Uurleanngſi with Women ; which laſt, 
he ſaid, was not by committing actual Fornication © 
or Adultery, but in the, Thoughts of bis Heart, 
and. by lchſci wious Words.and Geſtures, whereby he 
bad endeavoured to tempt them to Lewaneſs in di- 
vers Places. IL muſt therefore here clear myſelf 
and him from an unjuſt Rumour and Report 
common (as I am informed) in the Country 
hereabouts, which many People yet believe, viz. 
L That h tenfefſed ſome Things to me which he deſi- 
red mi bi be cuucealed whilſt he lived, as, that be 
had committed a Rape upon d young Perſon, and 
after ward murdered her: That be was guilty of - 
Buggery, or lying with Beaſis, &c.] I do therefore 
openly declare to all, that theſe were groundleſs 
Rumours or Reports, and I do aſſure them he 
never deſired me to conceal any Thing he ſaid 
or confeſſedito me, nor did he ever ſpeak to me 
of any ſuch Things as theſe, which ſome have 
reported, and others believed. But the Faults 
. above-mentioned ſeemed to lie as a heavy Bur- 
then upon his Conſcience, when he judged 2 5 

2 Han 


£5. 


Hand was ſeverely chaſtizing him for them, and 


all his other Impieties; among which, his conſtant 
 Profaneneſs had not been the leaſt, in that, although 
he could both read and write, yet he had (as he ſaid 
to me) a long Time neglected all Manner of Ser- 
vice and Worſhip of God, as well on the Lord's 
Day as other Days, and that both in private and 
piblick. It is faid, he fole many Things to 
ſupply his growing Neceſſities (which his Idle- 
nets and Intemperance brought upon him) chief- 
ly Bibles; and the rather becauſe they would 
boneſt be bought by others. About Janua- 

the 6th, 1676-7, coming to the Heuſe of Hum- 
 phrey Babb, living at the Grange- Mill, about 
three Miles from Wolverhampton, he begged of 
Margaret, the ſaid Humphrey's Wife, Victuals 
and ſmall Drink. The Woman having, former- 
ly known him, and compa ſſionating his preſent 
ondition, gave him freely ſuch as The had; but 
whilſt ſhe ſtooped to draw Drink for him, he 
ole her Bible, (as he confeſſed to her afterwards:) 
This Bible he fold for three Shillings to a Maid 


Y of Fobn Downings, who lives near the Heath- 
Forge, not far from the Place where he ſtole it. 


By which Means, not long after, Humphrey 
Babb's Wife heard of her Bible, demanded it of 
the Maid that bought it, and making her ſome 


Allowance toward what ſhe paid for it, received 
it again long before either of them ſaw him, or 


heard what was become of him: But this be- 
ing noiſed in the Country thereabouts, one Hen- 
fy Evans told his Father Thomas Evans (com- 
monly called Painter) who lives near Henly or 
Him, (they both knew him) what John Dun- 
calf had done: At which the ſaid John Dun- 
2 B 4 calf, 
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„ . 
calf, when he heard of it, was very angry, and 


execrated and curſed himſelf, wiſhing bis Hands 


might rot off, if that were true (as the ſaid Tho- 
mas Evans teſtifies) ; and John Bennet his Keeper 
faith, he often heard him ſay to Gentlemen that 
viſited him in his Sickneſs, that he did ſo curſe 


himſelf upon that Occaſion to Thomas Evans. 
And this he acknowledged of his own Accord 


to me, and many others, ſeveral Times, when 


he ſeemed moſt. ſerious, and in earneſt. ¶ Dat 


he ſo curſed himſelf, and that immediately upon the 
: * Execration, or curfing of himſelf, he had an in- 
ward Horror or trembling upon him, a Dread and 


Fear of the Divine Majeſty, and Fuſtice of God, 


wbich Fear and Working of his Conſcience continu- 
ed more or leſs many Days after.]. | 


When I asked him (upon this ingenuous Ac- 
knowledgment) why he did not confeſs his Wick- 


edneſs, and endeavonr that the Bible might be re- 
ſtored to the Owner ? His Anſwer was, That the 


Devil and his own Heart would not ſuffer him. 
Yet this he acknowledged to me, That within a 


few Days after that Execration, his Fleſh began to 
ook black at the Wriſts of his Hands, and ſ con- 
tinued divers Weeks before it did ſenfibly rot. He 


went then and wrought with one Thomas O/- 
born, à Joiner in Dudley, and, as Osborn faith, 


continued with him about a Fortnight, (Shrove- 
_ Tueſday being the laſt Day as he well remem- 


bers, ) and that it was the laſt Work that ever 


he did; which I cannot wonder at, conſidering 
what this poor Man ſaid to me concerning him- 


| k 


gave out threatning Words againſt the young 
an; but being charged with it by them, he 
did not only deny it with ſome Eierceneſs, but 
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{elf in Reference to that Time, viz.. After I had 


curſed myſelf about the Bible, I wrought with a 


Joiner at Dudley; but at that Time I bad a 


Fear and Trembling upon me, which frequently 
troubled me, and made me have no great Mind to 
work,z and jo feeling myſelf weak and faint, and 


= fearing an Ague or Fever, I went towards my 
Acguaintance; but in the Way, finding 1 was 
unable to go any further, I laid myſelf down in a 


Barn (at Parton-Hall, as I remember,) belonging 
to Sir Walter Wroteſley, and there continued 
tuo Days and Nights before T was found; ſome 
8 he ſaid, at other Times, from Tueſaay 
ight to. Friday Morning. Being found, he 
was kept at the Charge of the Parilh of Tetten- 
hall, in which Parton Hall ſtands, until the next 
monthly Meeting of the Juſtices of the Peace, 
who, March 27, 1677, by Examination, find- 
ing K:ings-*winford to have been the laſt Place 
of his Settlement, made an Order he ſheuld be 
carried thither, and maintained by that Pariſh. 
There he was received, March 28, and. John 
Bennet appointed to take Care of him ; firlt in 
a Barn belonging to the Three Crowns (an Inn 
ſtanding on the Road between Wotverhampton 
and Kidderminſter) and after one Fortnight re- 
moved, by. the Overſeers for the Poor, to the 


Dwelling-Houſe of the ſaid John Bennet his 


Keeper, in Wall. Heatb-Side. His Fleſh at firſt 


began to riſe in great Lumps or Knots at the 


Wriſts of his Hands, and at his Knees, as his 
Keeper tells me, and after a little Time to break 
and run, and ſhortly after to ſhrink-from the 
Bones at thoſe Places, at which Time whire pu- 
trid Matter came out and ran abundantly, cau- 
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25 | E 
ſing e and Torment to this poor Man: 
And ſo offenſive was the Smell for ſeveral 
Weeks together, that thoſe Who came to viſit 
him, who were not only many Hundreds, but 
*tis believed Thouſands (his Keeper and Neigh- 
[ bours fay _ Thouſands) were not able to 
if abide in the Room with him, nor ſtand near 
without the Door, except they had Herbs or 


| other Things at their Mouths' and Nofes' to 
Fl ſmell to. The Viſitants being fo numerous at 
il all Times of the Pay, eſpecially on the Lord's 
| Days, it ſeemed to give him great Diſturbance, 
| and made him very unwilling to talk many 
Times, or anſwer them any Thing. They mo- 
ved him. once ſo far to Imparience, when they 
coded about him each with a Queſtion, having 
Herbs and other Things at their Noſes, that his 4 
Paſſion made him to Braet his own Condition, 
and wiſh heir Noſes might rot gf, as divers there 
preſent aſſured me; for Which I gently,” but 
ſeriouſly, reproved him at my next Viſit. He 
ſeemed to take the Reproof well, pos 
the Fault of his paſſionate Expreſſions towards 
them, provoked, as he faid, by their crowding, 
impertinent Curioſity, and fooliſh Queſtions, 
or to that Effect; but he had forgot, or would 
not confels, that he had uſed thoſe Words about 
their Noſes rotting of. «© 
But his Keeper tells me, he would often be 
very impatient towards the Multitude, and call 
to him, faying, Jobn, why doſt thou not dafh out 
their Teeth? Da thou not ſee how they grin at me? 
8 o | FINES 1 
1 About the twentieth of April many little 4 
| Worms came out of the rotten Fleſh, ſuch as ⁵ 
| | | are 1 
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are uſually ſeen in dead Corpſes; as his Keeper 
told me; but after he was well waſhed and 
cleanſed, thoſe ceaſed, and the Room and Smell 
was nothing ſo offenſive as formerly; yet all 
that while, though it was rumoured in the 
Country, he would never confeſs his Execration 
and Wiſhes againſt himſelf, until his Keeper de- 
nied to caſe him of the Vermin, Lice, &c. that 
filled his Shirt and Doublet, and continually 
tormented him. He then firſt promiſed, that if 
his Keeper would cut them off and cleanſe him, 
(he had long before cut off all the Hair of his 
Head) he would acknowledge the whole Truth, 
which he then did in Manner as is before related. 

And now he began to beg Inſtruction, and 
Help to repent, and that ſome Miniſters and 
others, who came to viſit him, would pray for 
and with him, which many did, both publick 
Preachers, and others at ſeveral Times; and ſome 
who lived near him, as I did often. Being ask- 
ed by me what he deſired might be begged of 
God for him? he returned Anſwer to this Pur- 
poſe : That God would give him Repentance, and 

Pardon bis Sins above-mentioned,. viz. ldleneſs, 
Stealing, Lying, Curſing, Swearing, Drunken- 
neſs, unclean Thoughts, and conſtant Prophaneneſs, 
&c. that he would fave him for Chriſt's Sake, and 
give him Patience in the mean Time. I did ac- 
cordivgly endeavour to repreſent his Caſe before 
God, and with humble Earneſtneſs to pray for 
Mercy for him; and he ſeemed at that Time 
to be ſomewhat affected with the Prayer, &c. 

It was about this Time, if I miſtake not, that 
he ſent for Humphrey Babb's Wife, from whom: 
he: ſtole the Bible, ſhe came, and me” 77 

aid. 


Lf. 38 J 
Maid he ſold it to along with her; to them he 


confeſſed the Wrong he had done, and defired 


they would forgive him; which the Wife told 
me {he did heartily, and prayed God to forgive 
him as ſhe did, The Maid ſeemed to be of the 
ſame Mind and Chriſtian Temper. 6 
Very many (as I hinted before) hearing 0 
him, came from all Parts adjacent, and fome 


from Places far diſtant, to fee this iad Spectacle 


of, Divine Juſtice ; and amongſt the reſt, ſome. 


of the Romaniſts, one of which he and his Keep- 


er ſuppoſed to be a Prieſt of that Profeſſion, 


who was earneſt with him to renounce his Re- 


ligion, and become a Catholick, as he called it, 


and they would remove him, take Care to heal 


his Sores, and (faid the Man whom they ſuppo- 


ſed to be the Prieſt) 7 i pawn my Soul for 
thine, that thou ſhalt be Javed; which J am in- 
formed is an ordinary Form of Speech amongſt 
the Papiſts of this Country, when they would 
perſuade Men to their Party. When I inquired 
of this poor Man, to try him, why be did not 
accept of their Offers ? he anſwered to this Pur- 
poſe, To what End? How can he pawn his Soul 
for mine? None can ſave me but Chriſt. 

Others, who had Occa ſion to travel this Way 


from London, and other Parts far off, Weſt and 


North, viſited him, we hope, not to fatisfy their 


Curioſity ſo much as to behold a \ onument of 


Divine Severity, and that they might bear Wit- 
neſs, that a/though Sentence againſt an evil Work 


is not always executed ſpeedily ; yet God leaves not 


bimſelf without Witneſs, in this, as well as former 
Ages, againſt Atheiſm and grand Impiety. 
| | | "Upon 


1 

VU pon the 8th of May following, both his Legs 
were fallen off at the Knees, which the poor 
Man perceived not until his Keeper told him, and 
ſhewed them to him, holding them up in his Hands; 
and his Right Hand, hanging only by ſome Li- 
gament, by a little Touch of a Knife, was taken 
off alſo: The other Hand at the ſame Time be- 
ing black as a Shoe, and not much unlike, in the 
Fancy of ſome, for Roughneſs and Hardneſs, to 
the Outſide of a dried Neat's Tongue. This 
Hand hanged on a long Time afterwards by 
ſome ſuch Thing as the former, and might, 
tis poſſible, have continued in that Manner un- 
til his Death, if he had not deſired his Keeper 
to take that away alſo as the former, becauſe 
it was troubleſome to him. Now, although 
putrid Matter frequently ifſued out at thoſe Pla- 
ces, yet he had not ſo much Pain as he had for- 
merly for a Month or {ix Weeks, as he freely 
confeſſed ; and acknowledged that his Stomach 
was good, and did digeſt ſuch Meats as he took, 
and that he had Evacuations by Siege and Urine 
as heretofore in his Health. | 

So that, continuing in this Condition ſome 
Weeks, many began to think the Iſſues might 
be ſtopped, and his Life preſerved many Years, 
if regularly ordered. Some of the Pariſhioners 
were moved 1n it, that Phyſicians and Surgeons 
might be conſulted, and good Advice taken in 
the Caſe; but I cannot learn that any Thing was 
done about it, being judged by ſome incurable. 
It is faid that he expreſſed himſelf to ſome that 
viſited him in this Manner. That naw the Curſe 
wherewith he bad curſed himſelf being fully come 
to paſs, in that his Hands were rotted off, he was 
perſuaded, 
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perſuaded; it avould go nd further. But he forgot 
that God puniſhed him, nor for that Sin only, 
but for all his great Tranſgreſſions, though for 
that chiefly, as he formerly confeſſed to me, he 
believed. At laſt his Fleſh began to waſte, and 
his Spirits to fail; ſo that viſiting him again, and 


obſerving ſome Change in his Fleſhand Counte- 


nance more than formerly, I laboured to convince 
him more fully of his Condition, and to perſuade 
him to look up to the great Phyſician, in whoſe 
Hands are the Iſſues of Life and Death, &c. He 
ſeemed to give diligent Attention, and earneſtly 
deſired me to pray with him; after Prayers, 
when I was about to leave him for that Time, 
he deſired I would not forget him in my Prayers 
making it alſo his earneſt Requeſt, that I woul 

come again whenever he ſhould ſend for me, 
which I promiſed T would at any Hour, Day or 
Night. This was June 16, and on the 19th, 
as his Keeper acknowledgeth, he was in great 
Anguiſh and Trouble of Mind; crying out, 
What ſhall ] do to ſave my poor Soul? with many 
other Expreſſions to the fame Purpoſe, being very 
ſick, and fearing his approaching Death. But 


upon what Account his Keeper would not ſend 


for me, in whoſe hearing he fo earneſtly deſired 
me to come to him, he knows beſt, and muſt an- 
ſwer it, if it was his Fault for private ReſpeQs, 
as is conjectured. On June 21, in the Morn- 
ing, I went again to viſit him unſent for, but 
found him unſenfible, and paſt any further Ad- 
vice. I ſtaid by him until almoſt Noon. He 
lay ſtill, with his Eyes fixed as a dying Man, 
moved not at any Thing we ſaid to him, but 
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upon pouring into him a little Drink with a 
Spoon at ſeveral Times, he coughed a little, and 
groaned, and then lay as before. When I faw 
there was no Probability he would underſtand 
any Thing I faid, J left him, after Prayer made 
for him with the Company there preſent in the 
Houſe; and had Notice brought me, that he died 
about two Hours after my Departure from him. 
Before I ſum up the Whole of this Narrative, 
and Account of his Condition, I judge it may 
be acceptable to the Reader to inſert ſome ſhort 
Obſervations communicated to me by an inge- 
nious Gentleman, our Neighbour, who ſeveral 
Times viſited him in his Affliction. Take them 
therefore in his own Words. 
+ * When I firſt ſaw this young Man, which 
was quickly after he was brought into Kings- 
Stoinford, he appeared to me to be of a vigo- 
rous State of Body, and of an healthy Conſti- 
tution, ſaving the ſtrange Defe& under which 
he laboured, his Hands and Legs being then 
. of Senſe and Motion. I obſerved 
them, and handled him: They were from 
© both Wriſts and Knees blackiſh. and dying; 
© and T took Notice, that about each Wriſt and 
© Knee there was as ir were a Circle at the 
* Joint, that divided the ſound. from the dying 
Parts, and ſeemed, like a, Ligature, prohi- 
© biring any Nouriſhment to paſs thoſe 
© Bounds; 5 that the Blood and Spirits benig 
; wonderfully ſtopped in. their Circulation, 
it muſt neceſſarily follow, that the Parts thus 
«© deprived of their wonted Supply, muſt wither 
and die as a Leaf in Autumn; which ſad Pro- 
greſs they made till both Hands and Legs, 


© from 
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© from the Wriſts and Knees became dead and 
dried, black and hard, like Mummy, before 
© they fell off at the Joints, which they after- 
© ward did. I alſo obſerved, that at firſt, above 
© eachof the forementioned Circles, there broke 
out a Sore, at which the nouriſhing Juice, 
deſigned by Nature to have fed thoſe Parts, 
© emptied itſelf (now in thoſe Sores corrupted) 
© in a Rurtture or Sames, ſo horribly ſtinking, 
that few of his Viſitants could well endure the 
Room without ſome ſtrong ſmelling Defenſa- 
* tive. But viſiting him after thoſe dead Limbs 
were fallen from the Body (all but one Hand 
© which was almoſt ſevered) I ſaw the Joints 
* with the Fleſh look well and healthy. They 
© ſeemed to me free and untouch'd by the 
former Mortification, being quick and ſenſible, 
that now the Fellow complained. upon the 
« leaſt Touch thereof, yet ſeeming to promiſe 
an caſy Cure; for that ichorous ſtinking Hu- 
* mour was gone, the Fleſh was raw, but 
© ſweet, and here and there beſmeared with a 
thick corrupt Pus, an encouraging Sign, ſay 
* Artiſts, that Sores incline to healing: But this 
c poor Creature, wanting all Help from Art or 
Medicine, fave what the Application of the 
© Leaves of Mullein afforded, which by his 
© Keeper were uſed to defend the raw Parts; in 
« fome Weeks there iſſued the like thin and 
« ſtinking Humour as before, which ſoon put a 
© Period to his Life?. So far my Friend. 

As to the young Man himſelf, he was, as he 
told me a few Days before he died, about twen- 
ty-two Years of Age. It was eaſy to obſerve 
he had been a ſtrong young Man, naturall * 
ERS a ItUO- 
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a ſtubborn Temper, much hardened by evil 
Courſes ; yet he ſeemed ſometimes to be affected 
with his Condition, rhe Diſcourſes made to him, 
and Prayers with him; andI wiſh I might have 
had from him as ciear an Evidence ot a coms 
fortable Change wrought in him, as I would 
ladly have told the World. I muſt in Charity 
cave his final Condition to God, who thus. 
| afflicted and chaſtiſed him for the Space of 
about four Months, that he might be a ſignal 
Spectacle to Thouſands, of God's Diſpleaſure 
againlt Impiety. 1 Wo, 
The Sum ot all is this, That a ſtrong, luſty, 
young Man, as moſt in the Country where he 
was born, being unfaithful to God and his Maſ- 
ter, and giving himſelf to Licentiouſneſs and 
- Wickedneis, was brought to a Morſel of Bread; 
and by doing Evil, and denying it with Execra- 
tions, had a Sting and ſecret Remorſe in his 
Conſcience, by which, and Want (the Fruit of 
his Idleneſs and Intemperance) he grew faint 
and weak, and his Hands waxed feeble ; not. 
being able ro work, deſigned to betake himſelf 
to his Friends, but was ſtopped by the Way, 
forced to lie down under the Hand of God, that 
the Curſe where with he had curſed himſelf might 
come upon him; and ſo by the ſtupendious Pro- 
Vvidence ot God he was made a Spectacle to the 
| World of Divine Severity many Weeks, that 
others might ſee, and hear, and fear, end do no 
more wickedly,. And I wiſh God may have no 
Reaſon to ſay to any, as by the Apoſtle in an- 
other Caſe, — Behold, ye Deſpiſers, and wonder 
and periſh; for I work a Wark in your Days, which 
you ſhall in nowiſe believe, though a Man declare it 
unto you. Cc | EE” - 


SIR, 
Being requeſted by Mr: Illingworth 7 


give you an Account of what I am 
able to ſay concerning John Duncalf, 
i apprehend the beft Way is by a bore 
and brief Nartative of 2. Diſcourſe 
that paſſed between us whilf I was 
with bim; if there is any Thing 
© worth your Cognizance, you may 


* l uſe at it as you pleaſe. 
5 Our Diſboutls was as followeth: 
May I, 1677. 
Ged. real, to him of the Dephorablenef 


of his Condition, and that fure there 
was a more 7525 ordinary Hand of God's Provi- 


dence: in it, arifing from Joe evil Ad, or Ations 


of hrs. 
Anſio. He anſwered yes, it was for his Sins. 
Quelt. When 1 told him that Sin was generally 
the procuring Cauſe of every Man's Sufferings ; 
but :.nder fuch remarkable and dreadful Sufferings 
as theje were, there is uſually one or more Special 
Sins lo be enquired after, as the neareſt procuring 
Caufe, or Cauſes. | 
Anſu. He anſwered yes; ſo it was in his Caſe. 
He ſtole a Bible from a Woman, and being 
charged 


F 
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charged with ir; denied it, with this fearful Wiſh, 
that his Hands might rot off if he flole it. 


Queſt. Then I asked him, whether his Hands 


began to blacken, or change Colour, or tingle, &c. 
preſently after the Imprecation, or that fearful 
Wiſh of bis? 


 Anſw. Ahfwerd no; but his Conſcienee 


tingled ſadly, 


Quelt. John, how lon; was it e er your Hards 


began ro rot, or tad any Signs of Patrefa&ion 
po them after the Curſe ? 

Anfw; About a Fortnight. 

- Queſt, Have you made your Peace with God 
for Jo great an Offence ? 

Anfw. | Being a Man not apt to ſpeak, and 
ignorant withal] he made little Anſwer; only 

ſhaked his Head. 

Queſt. Huve you asd the Woman Forgiv: - 
neſs, ard to your Power endeavoured to make Sa- 
t:5sfattion; or if the Bible were in you Hands, 
o make Reſtitution P.. 

Anſiv. Yes, he did ſend for "wy and ſhe 
came accordingly, and prayed God to forgive 
him, for ſhe did. 

Queſt. John, canſſ pray ? 1 have not found 
in thee any Motions or Inchnations thereunto fins 
1tame: 

Shakes his Head _ and ſaid nothing. 
Queſt. John, doſt thou know how, at ſo great a 
— as Sin bath made thee, to go to the Fa- 
ther | 


Anfio. Yes, by Jeſus Chriſt, whiſpering it 


fotely, yet ſo as I might hear him. 
Queſt. Then fearing he did not underſtand 


mw — hath done for the World, I very * 
C 2 ly 
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ly opened to him the Tenor and Corditions of th 
Covenant of Grace, and fo how he muſt expets 
Mercy at the Hands of God. | 
Anſio. Then (fo far as I could gueſs) he began 
ſomewhat to relent; for the Tears trickled down 
his Cheeks, and many Symptoms of Conviction 
and Sorrow ſeemed to be upon him; ſaying theſe 
Words, or to this Purpoſe : For God's Sake, 
Sir, pray for me. ) ĩ Hoct) 

Queſt. John, I am glad to ſee ſome, though 
the leaſt Tokens of Penitence in tbee.— The Lord 
enlarge thine Heart, and make thy Conſcience 
tender. —-1 am willing, John, to pray for thee, 
and fo I perceive is this whole Company: But it 
ul be great Satisfattion to us, if y:u would 
acquaint us, what we ſhould more particularly - 
aefire of G:d on your Acccunt. 
Anſi Good Sir, that my Sins may be per- 
doned, as Loſs of Time, Neglect of Duty, and 
the Service of God. 855 9. 8 

Queſt I no? Sabbath-breaking one? 

Anfw. O yes, yes! FOOTY, 

Queſt. Have you any thing elſe to Jay? 

 Anfw. No. Then let us pray. __ 
Ending with the Lord's Prayer, he repeated 
the Petitions after me, ſaying Amen, with ſome- 
what an elevated Voice; being obſerved to 
weep ſeveral Times whilſt we continued 
R bo + 

After which ] parted with him, he making 
me to promiſe him the Continuation of my 
3 2 

About a Fortnight after he ſends a Meſſen- 
ger to me to tell me he deſired my Compan 

again; at which Time I made it my Buſineſs 
not 
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not ſo much to ask him Queſtions, as to inform 
him of thoſe Truths that I thought had a ne- 
ceſſary Tendency to our eternal Peace. 
(Spending ſome Hours with him that Day, as 
I could bear the noiſome Stench that then came 
from him.) Before 1 came away that Time, 
which was the laſt Time that I ſaw him, his 
Keeper told me, that a Popiſh Prieſt had been 
with him ſome few Days before, earneſtly en- 
deavouring to proſelyte him to their Religion, 
uſing this Argument, That if he would turn 
Roman Catholick, I will pawn my Soul to thy 
Soul thou ſhalt be ſaved. But all he could ob- 
tain of the poor Man, was only this, that he 
would conſider of it. Then asking John Dun- 
calf, whether this was true? He anſwered, 
Yes. Praying with him, I took my final Leave 
and Farewell. This is all, worthy Sir, that I 
know concerning him. I can only add, that I 


Tour mof bumble Servant, 
Kiafare, Gas 


17, 1677. | 
; JonaTH. NEWBY- 


[7 E whoſe Names are hereunto ſub- 
YY feribed, living in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Kings-Swinford, where 
Jobn Duncalf, the Subject of the pre- 
ceding WVarrative, whillt God's Hand 
was ſo ſeverely upon him, for the moſt 
Part reſided; and having moſt of us vi- 
Grad him, and diſcourſed him in that 
Condition, and the reſt of us received 
frequent Informations of the Paſſages 
herein mentioned from a 


ultitude of 
credible Witneſſes; do, in order to the 
rendering fo uſeful a Relatiqꝝ more cre- 
dible (0 far as we are known) atteſt, 
that we judge it to be very exaQtly and 
impartially penned in all the 3 
lars; and eſpecially in thoſe Paffages 
of it which contain the frequent /erious 
Acknowledgments of the mentioned 
Fohn Duncalf, (That be did imprecate 
, that Judgment upoy himſelf which is 
here expreſſed, and upon the Occaſion 
here related) which he made not only 
in the Hearing of the Author, but . 
0 
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of moſt of- us; as alfo, in the Subſtance 


of thoſe that relate to the rotting off 
his Hands and Legs before his 


Death, in the Manner herein mention- 
ed. 1— this Atteſtation we make 
with no other Deſign, but that God 
may have the Glory, and the World the 
Benefit of ſo exemplary a Providence. 
For which End we as heartily accompany 
this Warrative with our Prayers, as 
with our Hands, 


Simon Ford, D. D. 
Tho. Wilsby. 

Amb. Sparry. 

Jobn Raynolds. 
Samuel 3 
Edward Paget. 


To his Honoured Friends, 


THOMAS TOLEY 


KEDERMINSTER, 
PAILIP TOLEY 
3 \ WE 


PRESTWOOD-HALL, Eſquiree. 


Honoured Sirs, 


Wo 1H AT I join beth your Names in one Dedi- 
cation, 75 not barely be:auſeyou are Brethren, 
= both in Nature, and endtured Affection 10 
each other ; but alſo, becauſe you have been, 
andi ſtill are ſo, in the particular Kinaneſſeſs 

you have for me and my Labours: Fer I gratefully 
acknowiedge, that from the free and unexpected 
Donation of the elder of you, I am fixed in this 
Syhere wherein I now move; and from the others 
near Neighbourbood I receive corflant Expreſſions of a 
nipre than ordinary Value ferm Miniſtry. And with- 
al, knou:ing the great I" fltence both your Names _ on 
| ho ſe 


. 
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thoſe Parts, to the Benefit of which eſpecially the fol. 
lowing Papers are defigned ; I thought it neceſſary in 
the Publication of them to aefire your joint Countenance 
in the Recommendation of them to your many Tenants 
and Dependants. A Requeſt, which I doubt not to 
oblain N you, becauſe I known both your Hearts are 
already poſjeſſed with a juſt Veneration of that great 
Providence which uccafioned them, and an hearty Defire 
that all thoſe who any Way relate to you may be bettered 
thereby, _ | | | 
Which Providence, as it filled all theſe Parts, and 
thence the whole Nation, for ſome Months, with Diſ- 
courſe and Wonder , and exerciſed the Curioſity of all 
inquiſitive Perſons, whoſe Occaſions brought 1hem near 
"the Place where it was afted; and I hope contributed 
towards the Edification of many of them: So the Con- 
fideration thereof excited me to attempt to render it more 
ſerviceable to that great End. This 1 endeavoured late- 
ly, by preaching ſeveral Sermons relating to that Occa- 
ion to my own Congregation, who had generally been led 
ether by their Curioſity, or better Matives, as it is to 
be hoped of divers of tbem, to the Sight of that ſad 
Speftacle, expoſed by the Divine Majeſty to publick 
View ſo near their own Habilations ; and afterwards 
upon the declared Opinion of divers Judicious Auditors, 
that they might be more publickly uſeful, reviewed them, 
and fitted them, as well as ſuch plain Country Diſcourſes 
could be, without wholly altering the Frame of them, for 
the Preſs. | 
And this I did the rather, becauſe bey were thought 
fit by the Reverend Author of the prefixed Narrative in 
particular, to accompany it into the World; which be 
therefore ſent to me, that I might ſo prefix it; and with- 
al, might farther afſiſt it to the obtaining its honeſt End, 
by my Atteſtation and Recommendation. 
And the former of theſe, though be needs it not, I do 
 Fereby readily give him, as being aſſured by unqueſtion- 
able Teſtimony, though 1 myſelf was out of the Country 
during the greateſt Part of the Time wherein 1 _ ſad 
: rovi. 
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Providence was acting, that the Subſtance of what he 
Felates is exactly irue, and concerning the Particulars, 
ſeeing they are averred upon bis own perſonal Kno- 
ledge, who by Occaſion of the Nearneſs of bis Reſidence, 
being within the Bounds of the ſame Pariſh, was the 
moſt frequent Viſitor of the Party, whoſe Condition be 
relates, uo Man can rationally doubt, who knows him, 
(as you both have for many Tears) or will but aſk a 
Character of him from you. 

The latter, becauſe 1 need not give it as to you, to 
whom the Knowledge of the Author bimſelf ſufficiently 
recommends it; and yet I defire to give it to others by 
you, and beg the ſame again myſelf from you on ihe 
Behalf of the Diſcourſe prefixed, which, as being more 
properly mine own, ] hereby conſign «with myſelf to your 
Service, as being, | 


Honoured Sirs, 
Your moſt affectionate 
And obliged Servant, in the 
Work of the Lord Fejus, 


. Sxwinford, 
Sept, 20, 1677. 


SIMON FORD. 
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To the Chriſtian Readers FF this Diſ- 
courſe, and the annexed Narrative, 

| eſpecially the Inhabitants of C 

= Swinford, and Kin g"s-Swinford, with 
the Town of I ATTN and the 
the adjacent Pariſhes and Hamlets. 


Chriſtian Readers, and eſpecially ut of this 
Neighbourhood, 


F 3 many (if not moſt). of you are already e 

ed with the Providence which occaſioned theſe Papers 
I now preſent you with; or, if any be Strangers there- 
to, th:y may be informed thereof from the Narra- 
tive annexed. The Reverend Author whereof, ſufficient- 
ly known to divers of you both for his Ability and In- 
tegrity, hath thought fit to honour me ſo far, as to re- 
commend the Publication of it to me, together with this 
Diſcourſe, he Subſtance whereof, on the ſame Occaſion, 
was lately preached in the Hearing of a confiderable 
Number of you.” 

- That I direct them to you eſpecially of this Neigh- 
bourhood, will be a ſufficient Teſtimony to After- 
times, that the Matter of Fat? to which they relate, is 
an undoubted T ruth, ſeeing it dares in this Manner ts 
appear ſo open-faced before the whole Country where the 
Scene of it lay; and alſo a convictive Teſtimony 
againſt all thoſe of you, if any ſuch there ſhall be, who 
after ſo loud a Call to Repentance and Amendment of Life, 
ſhall continue in the Practiſe of thoſe Sins for which the 
A7 % oung Man, once your Neighbour, acknow- 

70 Ja many of bis Viſitants, that the * 
an 
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Majeſty made him a Speflacle to ſo many Hundreds, 1 
might ſay Thouſands, for. ſo many Months together, - 

Wherefore my earneſt Requeſt to you is, that you will 
often recall to your Memories that ſad Stroke, which 
whilſt it was freſh News, ſo affected all the Spectators, 
and Auditors thereof, that you may not loſe the good 
Impreſſions then wrought in any of you. And to help you | 
therein, when you find them wearing off, let this Book 
be yaur Monitor to renew and govern them, which was 
the End why it was publiſhed and directed ts you eſpeci- 
ally, by your Servant in the Goſpel, 
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Ps AL. ix. 16. the former Part. 


The Lord is known by the Judgment 


which he executeth. | 


HE Diſcourſe that I ſhall make to you up» 
on this Text, (as I ſuppoſe-you will eaſily 
15 gueſs, if I ſhould not tell you) is occaſi- 
oned by as remarkable an Inflance of Gd 
guſt Providence, (which moſt of -you 
know to have lately fallen out in our Neighbour- 
hood, and that ſo notoriouſly, as to fill all Men's 
Tongues and Ears with the Diſcourſe of it, and the 
Eyes of many Hundreds, if not Thouſands, of them 
with the beholding it) as it may be, in all the Circum- 
ſtances, is hardly to be paralleld in any Hiſtory. 

And that which induced me to make ſuch a Diſ- 
courſe on this Occaſion, was, partly, becauſe I 
thought it needful (at this convenient Diſtance of 
Time, wherein the common Talk concerning it as 
News is almoſt ſpent) to recall it again to your 


Thoughts in a more ſerious and edifying Way; leſt. 


it ſhould die, as to its beſt Uſe among you, as nine 
Days Wonders, according to the Proverb, are wont to 
do: And parily, that ſeeing the Apprehenſions of 


Men have been ſo different, and their Diſcourſes ſo 


various about it, moſt Men judging of it according 
to their particular Tempers and Humours, in Com- 
pliance with the Principles they are governed by, I 
might, ſo far as ſuch Works of God, the main Springs 
whereof are concealed in his own Breaſt, _ be 
REP | under 
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underſtood by us, help you in ſome competent 
Meaſure ſo to underſtand it, as to turn it ta your 
greateſt Benefit and Advantage: And, laſtiy, that 
having now gained the Sight of a juſt, and impartial 


Narrative of that {xd Story from a Revertnd- P. 
of great Integrity, and a diligent Enquirer into all the 
Circumſtances thereof, to moſt of which he was an 
Eye and Eat-witneſs, I might diſpoſe you to receive 
it when it comes to Publick View with more Readineſs, 
and give it the Setter Entertamment, bring inſtructed. 


before how to make Uſe of it. | 

And the Text Þ have choſen for this Purpoſg, is 
Part of a Verſe made remarkable by two unuſual 
Words in the cloſe of it 3 which, though Interpreters 
agree not in the expounding of them, yet they gene- 
rally concur in this, that they have, fomething 5 | 
ordinary in them, [viz. Higgaion, Stlab.] For, what- 
ever the latter may mean, or whether it be a bare 
Note in Muſick, which is an undetermined Difpute ;. 
the former of them, by the Signification of the Root 
whence it is derived, evidently recommends to us a 
Matter of /erious Meditation. e 

And ſuch indeed the Verſe is, being a ſolemn and 
weighty Atteſtalion of the Holy Pſalmiſt to the Divine 
Providence, upon Occaſion of ſome remarkable Ap- 
pearance of it, on the Behalf of his Church againſt 
ſome of their Heathen Enemies; which is the Subject 
of the preceding Part of the Pſalm; the Account 
whereof «he ſeals up with this epiphonematical In- 
ftrufion to all the World, [The Lord is kucwn by the 
Judgment which be executeth] and eſpecially, by this 
oftentimes moſt remarkable Circumitauce accompa- 


* Nying it, that he makes Offenders themſelves the Ex- 


ecutioners thereof upon themſelves, and enſnares them 
in the Work of their own Hands. Wet 

From the former Part of which Divine Teſtimonial, 
(as I may properly call it) I intend, on this. Occaſion, 
to handle this plain Obſer vation. 


That 


8 
That God's publick fignal Fadgments upon any 
Offender or Offenders, are evident Teſtimonies by which 
he is known to Mankind. | | 
In the handling of which OꝶSſervation, I ſhall endea- 

your theſe ſeven Things: 1 

1. To ſhew you what I mean by theſe pallict 
ſignal Judgments of God upon Offenders, 

2. To evince, by ſuch Evidence as I hope will be 
ſatisfactory to all rational Men, that there are ſore 
ſuch penal Strokes inflicted by God on Offenders in 
this Life, as deſcrve the Name of Signal, Divine Judg - 

ments; and that ſuch Events are not (as Atheiſts pre- 
tend) the meer Products of Chance or Caſualty, 

3. To prove, that God zs (or ought to be) known 
by ſuch Judgments as theſe. „„ 

4. To explain what of God it is, which may be, 
and uſually is made known by them, 

5. To give you the proper Chara#ers, by which 
ſuch Divine Judgments are differenced from like Prg- 
vidences befal ing Men on other Accounts. 

6. To direct you in the Application of ſuch Judg- 
ments to particular Perſons and Caſes, ſo as that 
you may not offend againſt Juſtice or Charity, 

7. And, laſtly, to cloſe up this whole Diſcourſe with 

ſome uſeful, practical Inference. 

I. Firſt, To ſhew you, [What I mean by theſe 
publick Signal Judgments of God on Offenders.] And 
here you are firſt to underſtand, that God's Fudgments 
in the Notion of the Holy Scriptures are of i409 Sorts ;. 
to wit, his Judicia Judicantia, and Fudicata. 

1. His Fadicia Fudicantia; or, Fudgments pro- 
nounced in the Sentence of his Law, dooming Offen- 
ders to ſuch Penalties for their Offences againſt it. 
And it is uſual with the Scripture to call the Laws of 
God, on this Account, he and to join 
them with Statutes, as Words of like Import, as I 
could ſhew in very many Places. 

2. His Fudicia Judicata; or, Judgments (in the 
Phraſe of the Text) executed, which are the former 
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Dooms actually inflicted, and are therefore called by 
the Name of thoſe, according to which they do befall, 
Men, Now, though it be true, that no Evil of ſeffer- 
ing befalls any Sinner, but what, to ſpeak properly, is 
ſuch a Judgment of God, becauſe all Evils penal are 
before denounced in God's Law, which every Sinner 


breaks; yet the Scripture is not wont to call them all by 


that Name ; for that is uſually applied to thoſe penal 
Strokes of God, which have ſome ſpecial Characters 
of his vindictive Fuſtice upon them; to wit, ſomes 
thing in the Nature of them, that is not av %, 
common to Men, or in the Circumſtances, ſomething of 
ſurprizing Suddenneſs from the Unexpectedneſs or Un- 
likelihood of their befalling Men, in reſpect of the 
Time, Place, Condition, Imployment, Company, 
Sc. or ſomething unuſual in the Inſtruments, by which, 
or Manner in which, they are inflicted, &c. and eſpe- 
cially if there be any Thing in them that appears 
to be either above, or contrary to, or but befides the 
wonted Courſe of Nature, and ſo is either miraculous 
or prodigious. | 

Now theſe two are either inflicted on Sinners in a. 
private Way, ſo as few or none know of them, but 
ſuch as feel them, and thoſe who are intimately con- 
verſant with them; or elſe they are laid on them in 
a public notoricus Manner, (as the Judgments amongſt 
us pronounced upon great Offenders are wont to be 
executed) ſo as to call in and invite Spectators to be- 
hold them. And ſuch Judęments as theſe laſt the 
Text muſt be meant of; and of ſuch ! deſire to be un- 
derſtood in what follows in this Argument. 

And this ſhall ſuffice for my ſiiſt Undertaking. 

II. The /econd deſerves to have more Time ſpent on 
it, becauſe it contains the main Foundation of the whole 
following Diſcourſe. For, if there be no ſuch Judg- 
ments executed by God at all, but Time and Chance, 
ſin this Caſe as well as gthers} not only happen ' to all, 
but govern all too; then there can be 10 Knowledge of 
God drawn from them. Yea, if there be no ſuch 

Thing 
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Things as Divine Judgments; then the very God they 
are ſuppoſed to atteſt to, which is that che Atbeiſt 
would have may, for all their Teſtimony, bt be. 
Whereas, if we evince by Reaſon, that any, though 
never ſo few, of thoſe Events, cannot be produced 
but by a Divine Providence, we do both prove the 
Being of ſuch a Providence, and withal vindicate Reli- 
gion from the Imputation of being ſuperſtitious, in 
attributing all others of like Nature to the ſame Cauſe. 
And therefore on this Heau, I take myſelf to be oh- 
liged to make good theſe 2. Things. 
1. That there are ſome penal Events which can by no 
rational Perſon be juſtly attributed to meer Chance or 
| Caſualty, or any like Cauſe, not capable of Choice or 
Dejign, in its Attings. _ 


2. That ſuch penal Events as theſe, muſt therefore 


be the Effetts of a Providence, and that Providence 
Divine. | 

I. The irt of theſe Propoſitions I prove by the 
following Arguments : | | br 
1. There are ſome penal Events befalling Men in 
this World, which have been punctually tbreatned and 
foretold, as they have in the Iſſue fallen out; and 


many of them ſo threatned and foretold in the very 


Circumſtances with which they were accompanied in 
the Event. As for Inſtance, "FEE. 
(1.) In reference to the Generality of Mankind; fo 
in the fir/t Threatnings annexed to the Law given to 
our fir ft Parents in Paradiſe, the daily Experience of 
all human Nature, taken Notice of by the Heathens 
themſelves, ſhews it to have been punctually fulfilled, 
in the Corruption and Calamities generally befalling the 


whole Race of Men. And that other, in the Law 
given to Neah, that whoſoever ſheds Man's Blood, by 


Man - ſhall bis Blood be ſped; is continually in the 
almoſt miraculous Diſcoveries of Murders, and bring- 
ing Mu-derers to condign Puniſhment, verified in 
the Qblervation of the Generality of Mankind to this 
very Day. As alſo is that, of the wonderful Ways 
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by which Conſpiracies againſt Sovereign Priuces are 
brought to Light, according to the notable Dennis 
to that Purpoſe, Eccieſ. x. 20. 
(2.) And in reference to particular Ne and 
Nations. So in the Excluſion of Moſes and Aaron from 


Canaan, it is taken notice of expreſly in the Account 


given of their Deaths, (of Aaron's, by Moſes, his 
own Brother, and of Moſes's own, by him that fills 


up the Story after his Deceaſe) that it fell out to both 


of them according to what God had denounced. 
And it were eaſy to add many more of the ſame 
Kind to particular Perſons; but that of the old 
Prophet to the diſobedient Prophet at Bethel, that of 
Eliſha to the incredulous Lord in Samaria, thoſe of 
Elijah and Micaiah to Ahab and Fezebel, ſhall ſuffice, 
inſtead of all the reſt, whereof the hiſtorical Part of 
Scripture is full, becauſe they are ſo notoriouſly evident 
to all that know the Bible. | | 

And as to Nations. To omit the long Catalogue 
of all the Plagues of Egypt, threatened and inflicted 
in the Circumſtances mentioned in the Relation of 
them ; that one great Inſtance of the often foretold 
Captivity of the whole Jewiſh Nation is ſo obſerv- 


able, and fo atteſted beyond all Exception by the pub- 


lick Records of that Nation, held to this Day by all 
their Poſterity in Veneration, that there is no more, 


nay, not ſo much Cauſe to doubt it, than there is 


that England was conquered by William the Nor- 
Man. 
I ſhall cloſe this Argument with 4 Inflances, ſo 
punctual in a Circumſtance of all others moſt unlikely 
to be lighted on by Chance, that I know not what 
can be objected againſt them to invalidate -the Force 
of them, but an Exception againſt the Records them- 
ſelves, whence they are taken: To which I ſhall 
therefore add a Word or two anon. | 
Ihe one is, that of the Judgment denounced againſt 
Feroboam's Altar, and the Prieſts that offered on it, 


to be executed, as it was, by Jeſab, mentioned by 
his 


hand oy £- au 
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his very Name, about 300 Years before that Per- 
formance, e ee e eee 

The other, is that of the Deſtruction of Babylon 
(in order to the Reſtitution of the Few Nation ;) 
wherein Cyrus is alſo, by his very Name, foretold to 
be the Perſon that, as he did, was to effe& it. Which 
Prophecy, by the learned Grotius's Computation, was 
uttered 170 Years, and by that of Junius, and others, 
above 200, before he accompliſhed it, or probably 
was in Being. And the very Manner how he was to 
take that great Imperial City, to wit, by the turning 
away, and drying up Euphrates, is ſo lively deſcribed 
by the Prophet Feremy, that the Heathen Authors, 
Herodotus, and others, who give us an Account of 
the Event, juſtify the Verification of the Prediction 
the ſame Way. | 

Now, in theſe and the like Predi#ions of future 
Events, with ſuch Circumſtances,” there is no Man 
but muſt allow a greater Certainty, with reſpect to 
the Cauſes on which they depend, than there can be in 
any Products of meer Caſually, Which is my firſt 
Argument. | DES 

2. The ſecond is this. There are Inſtances of ſome 
penal Events that have been brought upon Offenders 
in a Way of formal Proceeding ; yea, ſuch as is uſual 
even in human TFudicatures, For Inſtance: When 
Joſbua had forbidden the embezzling any Part of the 
Spoil of Fericho under the Penalty of a divine Curſe, 
Achan, the Offender, falls under the Danger of it : 
Upon the Diſcomfiture of the Hoſt before Ai, Enquiry 
is made after the unknown Tranſgreſſor of that Law. 
Then he is found out by the Direction of a four-fold 
Lot, that brought all the People, down to his very 
Family, under a Scrutiny, till the Lot takes him. 
Then follows his Examination, Confeſſion, Judg- 
ment, and Execution. And not much unlike was the 
Proceſs by which Fonah was caſt into the Sea, and 
there impriſoned in the Belly of a Mhale, till his Re- 
pentance procured his Releaſe. Now, abating the 

| D 2 5 extra- 


1 36 J 
extraordinary Way of Diſcovery in theſe two Caſes, 
the reſt of the Procedure in theſe Judgments is form- 
ed methodically, according to the Order of human 
Juſtice. And muſt theſe Proceedings (in ſo exact a 
Melbod too) be attributed to meer Caſually? May not 
the Perſons who have the Confidence to aſſert this, as 
well affirm that Malefactors are hanged at Tyburn by 
meer Caſualty, when they have been ſeized by Order 
of Law, committed to Newgate by Warrant, tried at 
the Seſſion- bouſe, and having received their Sentence 
upon the Verdict of a Jury, been conducted to the 
Place of Execution, and there turned off the Cart, by 
the known Officers thereunto by Law appointed? 

3. My third Argument is this: In the actual pu- 
niſhing of Offenders, many Times the Izſtruments made 
-uſe of have been irrational Creatures; and yet have, by 
an unknown Influence, been directed to act, as if they 
were governed by Principles of Juſtice, as well as 
Reaſon; as putting an evident Diſcriminatias and 
Difference betwixt them and the Innocent, when both 
of them have equally been within their Power. In the 
famous Caſe of the Plagues of Egypt, how came the 
Frogs, the Flies, the Hail, and the Plague, &c. to 
ſerze-only the Houſes, Cattle, Bodies of Eg trans, 
and not touch an Iſraelite, or any of his Concerns, 
when (as it appears by the Order for the ſprinkling 
of the Jews Houſes with the | Blood of the Paſchal 
Lamb for Diſtinction) they lived, for the moſt Part, 
and converſed intermixedly each with other? How 
was it that the Waters of the Red-Sea flood as a Wall 
on both Sides, whilſt the /fraelites were marching 
through it ; and returned to their Courſe, ſo ſaon as 
they came on dry Land, to overwhelm Pharaoh and 
bis Hoſt, who were in Purſuit of them? When the 
three glorious Confeſſors were adjudged to the fiery 
Furnace by Nebuchadnezzar, whence came it that the 
Fire (ſo ragingly kot as it was) abſtained from touch- 
ing ſo much as one Hair of their Heads, or finging 
their Garments, and to burn only their Bonds aſunder, 
and ſet them at Liberty to walk in it, who were caſt 
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in bound; and yet to lick up and devour, even with- 
out the Mouth of the Furnace, thoſe who caſt them in? 
And when Daniel himſelf was caſt into the Lions 
Den, and lodged among them in the Bottom of the 
Den one whole Night, whence was it, that the hun- 
gry and cruel Beaſts did not the læaſt Hurt to bim; 
and yet the very ſame Lions, when his Accuſers and 
their, Relations were caſt in thither, had the Maſtery 
of them; and brake all their Bones in Pieces, before- 
they came to the Bottom of the Den? Laſtly, (to name 
no more Examples of this Nature) when the Lion, ac- 
cording to the Prediction of the o Prophet at Bethel, 
flew the Man of God, that, againſt God's Command- 


ment, had eaten and drank there; was he directed by 


meer Chance ſo to do? Did he, being hungry, and 


| ſeeking for Prey, light on him caſualij only? If fo, 
whiy; (according to the uſual Wont of ſuch Beaſts of 


rey, as they obſerve who have been in thoſe Coun+ 


tries, to forbear falling on Men, but when they can 


light on no other Food) did he not ſeize on his & ra- 
ther; but kill bim, and not touch his 4/5, that, as 
unconrerned in the Danger, was afterwards found 
fanding by bis Side? Why did he only kill him, and 
not-devour him; and then withdraw to his Den; but 
rather chuſe to fand by bim, as reſolved to avouch the 
Fact: And, that all the while the News was carrying 


to the City, and came by Report to the old Prophet, 


and his Horſe ſaddling, and he and his Company tra- 


velling to the Place of that ſad Spectacle? And when 


they came, why did he ſuffer them to carry away his 
Prey ſo tamely as it feems he did? Do theſe Things 
lobk like meer Caſualties? Is it not rather evident, 
that ſuch Agents, acting ſo differently: from their own 


Nature and Inclination, ſo as to puniſh only the Guil- 


ty, and ſingle them out among others equally with- 
in their Reach, were directed by an intelligent Cauſe, 
by whoſe Order and Commiſſion they made this Dif- 
ference? And this' is our ſecond Propoſition to be 
proved upon this Head ; [That ſeeing theſe Things 
camiot fall out by meer Chance, or any thing elſe of like 
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Nature, they muſt be governed by Divine Providence] 
which I make good by theſe Steps of rational Argu- 
mentation. Such Events as fall not out by Chance, 
fall out according to Choice, or Contrivance. That 
Choice and Contrivance, in Matter of Puniſhment, 
. muſt either be the Choice and Contrivance of the Snf- 
ferer or Inflicter. Sufferers are not wont to chuſe and 
contrive their own Harms, but rather to avoid, and 
"uſe what Means they can to guard themſelves from 
them. If the Inflicter then chuſe and contrive+the 
Puniſhments mentioned; then, as the Contrivance 
argues him to be a rational Being; ſo the bringing his 
Contrivances to paſs by ſuch Inſtruments as have been 
mentioned, and with ſuch Certainty, argues him to 
be ſuch a Being, as hath a predominant Power over 
Nature itſelf ; which can be no other than divine; and 
theſe Effects mentiendd, and the like, can be no other 
than the Products of his infinite Power wo Eat eat 
as you will ſee more anon. 

Againſt the Force of theſe. N I cannot ima - 
gine how the Atheiſt can guard his Principles, but by 
excepting againſt the Evidence of the Matter of Fact 
in the Inſtances hefore- mentioned: Seeing there is no 
clear Proof of them, in moſt of the Caſes, but from 
the holy Scriptures; which, though we own and re- 
verence, yet he looks on with Contempt and Scorn, 
as not owning the Authority we allow them. 

But he ought to conſider, that it is not in this whole 
Proceſs of Argumentation in 2ueftion before us, obe- 
ther theſe MWritings be divinely inſpired or no? There 
is, herein, no other Eſteem required” to be given 
them by him, but only what is due to credible Hiſto- 
ries. And it is enough for our preſent Purpoſe, if 
they can juſtify themſelves to be true. Records of thoſe 
Matters which fell out in thoſe Ages which! they un- 
dertake to account for; and fo: much I can hardly 
imagine how any Man can have the Forehead to d. 
conſidering that they have all thoſe Motives of Cre 


bility for chem, ( with the de of r n 
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Antiquity;, and the having been owned by fo great a 


Part of the World, for ſo many Ages) which no other; 
Hiſtories whatſoever can pretend to. Whence it mult 
appear to all unbiaſſed Judges, that he that will allow 
upon the Motives mentioned, Plutarch, and Thucidy- 
des, and Livy, and Tacitus, and other ſack Hiſtorians, 
to be competent Witneſſes of the Matters of Fact re- 
lated by them, muſt needs be governed by Prejudice 
rather than-Reaſon, if he deny the ſame to Moſes and 
other Fewiſhh Hiſtorians, concerning the Matters fall- 
ing out among them, who are, and have been always 
in greater Eſteem in their own Nation, (who beſt 
knew their own Story) than thoſe mentioned ever 


were either in Greece or Rome. 


But if yet (notwithſtanding all that hath been ſaid to 
the contrary), the Arbeit will ſtill perſiſt in denying 


the Matters of Fat, upon which the former Argu- 


ments are bottomed, becauſe they are (for the greateſt 


Part) only recorded i in that Book, which it is the In- 
tereſt of his Irreligion to diſbelieve, what will he ſay 


to 0 Inſtances, which I have purpoſely reſerved to 
this Place, becauſe they are ſo great as to prove them- 
ſelves to be the Effects of a Divine Providence; and 
becauſe they are confirmed by ſeveral Heathen Authors 


too, as well as related in the Holy Scripture; I mean 


the univerſal Deluge, and the Deſtruction of Sodom 


and Gomorrab? For if theſe Inſtances de facto be true, 


to which there is ſuch a concurring Evidence, he will 
perſuade himſelf, (that I ſay 


find it very. "Difficult to 


not others) that ſo vaſt a Quantity of Waters, as ſo 


covered, all the Face of the Earth, and overflowed 


the higheſt Mountains, 


could be collected by any 
Power leſs than Divine, and much leſs come together 


by Chance; and will be no leſs puzzled to ſhew by 


what inferior, Agent ſuch a Fire as burnt thofe Cities 
could be kindled, and burn with that Vehemence, as 
to preſerve its Remembrance without Alteration in a 


Lake of ſulphurous Water for ſo many thouſand 
Years; taough that Lake continually for ſo long to- 
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gether hath ſwallowed all the Streams of ſo great 2 
| River as Jordan falling into it, which is the conſtant 
Wonder of all Travellers to this Day. i 
And ſo I diſcharge my ſecond Undertaking, to 

prove, [That there are ſome ſuch Judicial Providences 

that hath been executed by God, J ' 

Il. I come now to the Third, to ſhew that God © 
ig, or ought to be known by them, as he that works 
them upon that Deſign. And here I ſhall be but 
brief, as indeed I need not to be large in a Matter fo 
plain and. evident both from Reaſon and Scripture. 
For (1.) in Reaſon, what can be the End of Sovereign 
Providence in ſuch extraordinary Appearances, but to 
manifeſt itſelf and its Author? An End, for which 
even Men are wont to do thoſe great Things which at 
any Time they have attained to, in publick Theatres, 
or other great Concourſes of People, as our Saviour's 
Kindred tell him, (2.) And the Scripture alſo declareth 
no leſs in other Places. So when the Royal Pſalmiſt 
prophetically impretateth thoſe dreadful Judgments 
which make up the' greateſt Part of the 82d. Pſalm, in 
the laſt Verſe he aſſigns the intended Uſe” of them to 
all the World}; to wit, That Men may know that be 
alone whoſe Name is Jehovah, is the moſt High over all 
the Earth? And God himſelf is elſewhere brought in, 
upon the Deſolations which he bad made by his penal 
Providences in the Heathen World for oppreſſing his 
People, as . all Men to behold thoſe bis 
Works, and be ſtill, (i. e. to ceaſe from farther Hoſti- 
lities againſt his Intereſts) as ænowing by Experience al- 
ready dearly bought, that he is God, and will that he 
is God, and will be exalted in the Earth. 

In a Word, to add no more Text for Proof of 
that which almoſt every Page in the Bible atteſts unto, 
the whole Church are, by the Author of the Apacahyps, 
repreſented upon ſuch notable Judicial Providencee, 
as /inging. the Song of Moſes and the. Lamb, i. e. a 
Chrittian Song, like that of Moſes after the drowning 
of the Egyptians, and therein inſtructing - = 
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World in this Duty; be (ſay they) all not fear 
thre, O Lord, and gloriſy thy Name; for all Nations 
ſhall come and worſhip before thee, for thy Fndgments 
are made manifef# ? Even as Moſes and the Tfractites in 
the Song to which this is parallel, infer from the 
Judgments of God on Pharoah and his Hoſt, do is 
lite thee, O Lord, among the Gods? Who is like thee, 
glorious in Holineſs, fearful in Praiſes; (or the 
Actions whence thou gathereſt thy Praiſe) doin 
Wonders * And this opens the Way to my fourth 
Head. 


IV. The Enquiry concerning [Phat of God it is, 


which 1 known or to be known by theſe Anal Judg- 
ments?! 

And to this Enquiry 1 anſwer two Things: 

1. His Being and Exiſtenee. That there is à God. 
For he that executerh Judgment fo, as no finite limited 
Being, no created Power can, mult needs be 4 9 me 
uncreated Being; that is God, And this is an Argu- 
ment ſo ſtrongly eoncluſi ve againſt the A beiſt, that he 
is forced to fecure his Prineiples; to fly to that /orry 

Refuge of Lies, which Thaye! before refuted ; to buoy 

up his Reputation among thoſe who know not the 
Difference betwixt Reaſon and Noiſe, and judge no 
Diſputant baffled, that hath any thing jog, „though 
what he ſays be next to nothing. , as fin be is 
a meer $/ranyer in England, if yet he ſee” hurts of 


Judfrature, conftantly kept in the Ki Name, and 


Criminals continually paniftied by a Power, deputed 
and commiſſioned by him, cannot rationally doubt 
whether there be 4 King in Englund; ſo ntither can any 
Man, with any Colour of Reaſon, ſeeing God's Judi- 
cial, Providences continuall/ executing hig known 
Laws, make it a Queſtion, whether there pe # God that 
judgeth- the” Earth. Thius is Jebevab Knothn 20 bis 
Fudgments,” to be Fehovub, | 

2. Efie Bivine Perfigpons aid Clitous N 
tributes are Hluſtrioufly manifeſt 
executed, As for „ 92 


(J.) 


ed N. his Judkmenis 


i 
Dt 


— IE 
* 2 — oy 


11 
— rr q 


- — 


— _— . 
23222 >the. 
8 — = 1 


C42 þ 
(u.) His Juſtice; which in theſe remarkable Pro- 
vidences always juſtifies itſelf, as ordinarily lighting 
upon . thoſe Offenders, concerning whom not only 
their own Conſciences, as in the Confeſſion of Pharaoh 
himſ#!f, crying out [The Lord is righteous, and] and 
my People are wicked.) Exod. ix. 27. but alſo. the 
whole World are, or may be, abundantly. ſatisfied 
they have deſerved it; yea, and among them, even 
they who not only commit thoſe Crimes which they fee 
puniſned in others, but promote them, by ſhewing the 
Pleaſure they take in thoſe that do them, yet know 
that they who do ſuch Things are wortby of Death; 
and approve the Judgment of God, .even in thoſe 
Sentences and Executions, wherein they themſelves. 
are implicitly condemneſ . 
(. 2.) His Aercy and Googneſs' in many Particulars. 
As, I, when he fpares ſo many for every one that he 
ſmites, though equally criminal; and is as remarkable in 
his Patience: and Long: ſufferings to ſome, as he is in. 
his Severity to others. 2. In puniſbing leſs than Men's. 
Iniguities deſerve, by how much the greateſt tempo- 
ral Suffering that can be, js leſs than Hell. 3. In 
making the greateſt Euils Men ſuffer here, Occaſions, 
and Means; to preſerve them from greater Judgments; 
hereafter. 4 And /aftly, in making his Severities to, 
the worſt of Men, the Means of ſignal Preſervations, 
and Deliyerances to thoſe that are eminently good; 
and ſhewing thereby, that he as well knows how to 
deliver the Righteous, as to puniſo the Wicked: 
(3.) His, Onnipotent Power, and Sqvereign Great-., 
neſs, whilſt: (L.) he reaches:thoſe Malefactors that are 
too high for human Fuſticez and pride themſelves in 
their Uncontrbulableneſs by Human Laws. Thus, by 
his dealing with Phar geb, who. would own ze Lord but 
himſelf, he draws an Acknowledgment from Jethro, 
that be was greater than all the Gods, becauſe. in the 


Thing wherein the proud Fyrant and his Di dealt 
** „ 1741 4» | \ ad 141. 41 4. . 

proudly, he was abov?, them. And (z.) whilſt, he 

ſummons in the Poſe of the. ele Creation, to bring 
£ +» $ vs $4 * +4 { 
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ſuch over-ſized\MalefaZors to Execution; and artis 
the very meaneſt and moſt contemptible of them, as 
Flies, and Lice, and Frogs, with Weapons to ſubdue 
and conquer them. And (3.) laſtly, whilſt he ſome- 
times makes a Kind of new Creation, to ſerve his juſt 
Ends, by altering the very Courſe of Nature; as in 
the general Deluge, when the very Fountains' of tbe 
great Deep were broken up, i. e. the Waters which 
were in the Bowels of the Earth, with thoſe of the 
vaſt Occean itſelf, left their proper Seat naturally ap- 
pointed for them, and came up to cover ** Face of the 
Zarib. 21201 1 

(A.) His Verity or T; ruth, often in the Pexfiipmance 
of particular T hreatnings and Predictions in particular 
Caſes, as thoſe before - mentioned; and always, even 
in them too in fulſilling the general Curſes, and Denun- 
ciations of his Wrath againſt the Tranſgreſſors of his 
Laws. So that Men are hereby convinced, that his 
Judgments are not only righteous, but true. 

\ (5.) His Ommniſcience, or certain Knowledge of- all 
the * tp and Actions of Men, though never ſo 
much concealed in all imaginable Secreſy, and yet 
oftentimes by the Proceſs of his Judicial Providences 
he brings them to Light, For (1.) by them he ſomey 
times draws out of the Boſoms of Offenders, by their 
own. Confeſſion, as in the Caſes of Acban, Fanah, 
and others, thoſe Things whch were not otherwiſe 
diſcoverable. And (2.) by. ſtrange and unuſual Acei- 
dents he ſets the inguiſitive Humour of Men on Work, 
to lay odd and uncouth Paſſages and Circumſtances to- 
gether, till at laſt they make a ſufficient concurrent 
Evidence to convict Malefactors of ſecret and un- 
known Crimes; than which there is nothing more 
uſual in ordinary Courts of Juſtice. So that it comes 
frequently to paſs, as Zophar obſerves, that the 
Heavens firſt reutal Men's Iniquiti, es, and then the 
Earth riſeth up againſt ibem. 

-(6.) And lgftly, not to multiply more \Pardeuluca 


| on d 1 his infinite Wi om, and moſt prudent 
Counſel, 
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Counſel, whereby he manageth thoſe penal Providen- 
ces. fo, as to out-wit'the wiſeſt of Men, when they 
imploy all their Policy to ſecure themſelves z; by 
which he ſhews' himſelf wonderful in Counſel, and 
gives: the World daily Oecaſion wiſely to confider bis 
Doings, to find out the admirable Contexture of the 
W heels and Springs, by which that great Engine is 
moved,” which takes the Wiſe in their own Craftineſs, 
ant ſnares the Wicked, as the following Part of my 
Doxryiepreſſes it, in the Work of their own Hands. 

And in may of thoſe great Works, when Ages have 
ſtudied them all they can, yet ftil] there i is ſomething 
remaining undiſcoverable to exerciſe the Wonder of 
the moſt curious Enquirers, and make them cry out 
with the holy Apoſtle, O the Depth ! How anſearcha- 
ble are God's Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding 
out 175 And this ſhall ſuffice to be _ to my youth 

He 
V. The ib follows, to wit, to give you the beſt 
Account I can, of [The diſtinguiſhing Characters by 

which ſuch Divine Judgments are differenced from like 
Providence befalling Mex upon other Accounts.) 

The Reaſon of which Diſquiſition is, becauſe God 
cpany Times either actively inflicts, or at leaſt paſſive» 
ba permits great affliting Evils to befall Men, yea, 

e beſt Men; which are not to be ranked by us under 
ehis Raad of Judicial Executions, as being intended 
by God to promote holy Deſigns of ths own of Yuite 
| & different Nature and Tendency. 

No in the Purſuance of this Saur Barer 1 ſhall 
1 adventure to your Conſideration fore general Ob- 

ations concerning Divine Judgmenti, which may 
conduce to the governing ourſelves: in it with dus 
Caution; and then give mow” the nnen I 
promiſed. - | 

1. The gen wi Obſervations: are whoſe. 

C.] That ſuch publick Anal Judgments as my Text | 
and: Doctrine ſuppoſe, are a' Soft of Divine Provi- 


ny which God doth more rarely than is ordinarily 
| believed, 


| nl 
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believed, exhibit to the World. For he himſelf calls 
the Execution of Judgment in ſuch publick and noto- 
rious Manner, his trange Work, And ſpeaking; after 
the Manner of Men, tells us, tis that which he doth 
not willingly, i. e. not of his own: natural Propenſion, 
but upon the Urgency of ſome ſpecial Occaſions, which 
indiſpenſably require it. Wherefore it is, that the 
obliging Inſtances of his Mercy and Bounty, his Pa- 
tience and Long-ſuffering, and other Expreſſions of 
his Goodneſs, his moſt natural Attribute, are the daily 
and hourly Exerciſe of his Providence; but thoſe other 
harſh and unwelcome Iſſues of it, like wznatural 
| Births, are produced but now and then. And that (1.) 
X partly, becauſe this World is not properly ſeculum 
| Mercedis, the Seaſon for the Revelation of the righte- 

ous Fudgment of God, wherein to reuder to every Man 
according to his Works; but that Bufineſs is reſerved 
for the World to come, and the Day in which be hath 
appointed to judge the World by the Man whom be bath 
ordained ; and he thinks it therefore not fit to leſſen the 
Expectation thereof, by a ſeeming Anticipation of the 
Imployment proper thereunto; and (2.) partly be- 
cauſe he is deſirous to keep up the juſt Value of ſuch 
great Occurrences by the Rarity of them; which, if 
they were common, would grow unto like Diſeſteem 
with other Things that come under daily Obſervation ; 
and 3.) partly becauſe, as a bountiful Benefactor, he 
is not willing to ſtraiten his Liberality to the very 
worſt of Men, but to give them a plentiful Share of 
the good Things of this Life, whoſe Portion is laid out 
bere; and laitly, becauſe it conduceth to the Glory of 
his Juſtice in another World, to give bad Men, of 
themſelves inclined to grow infolent upon his For- 
bearance, the Occaſion of hardening tbeir Hearts in 
Evil, by not executing Sentence againſt every wicked 
Work ſpeedily. | | | 
- f2.] That it is highly probable, that theſe Sorts of 
unuſual Providences are yet rarer in the latter Ages of 
the World, than in the earlier; and under the Goſpel, 
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and among Chriſtians, than under the Law, and 
among the Jes; becauſe there was in thoſe Times 
more Occaſion for them, and Uſe of them, than now 
there is. Before the Scripture in any Part was written, 
Tradition, with the Reliques of the Light of Nature, 
ſometimes aſſiſted with extraordinary Revelation, was 
the Rule whereby the World was governed. But'be- 
cauſe the two former were much corrupted, and the 
| third afforded but now and then to a few eminently 
good Men, the Generality had need to be often 
taught their Duty, as Gideon 7ayght the Men of Succoth 
with Thorns and Briars, ſharp and ſevere Providences. 
And even after ſo much of it was written, as ſerved 
to govern the Jewiſh Church under that Adminiſtra- 
tion, God was pleaſed to keep up ſtill, in great Part, 
the ſame Method of adminiſtring his Kingdom upon 
Earth by exemplary Providences; as probably con- 
ſidering, (1.) that what was ſo written, was to be 
kept among them to whorn it did principally pertain; 
and that the reſt of the World was to be left gene- 
rally in the ſame Condition they were in before. And' 
(2.) that by the Difference put betwixt the Jews and 
them, by a peculiar diſcriminating Religion, the reſt 
of the World were generally like to be exaſperated 
againſt them; ſo that had they not been kept in Awe 
by ſuch. penal Providences now and then, they would 
continually have been attempting the Extirpation'of a 
Sort of Men ſo odious; and had not the Jews them- 
ſelves been encouraged in their /ngular Religion, by 
ſuch frequent miraculous Appearances of God tor the 
Puniſhment of their Perſecutors, they would have 
been the more tempted to have purchaſed their Peace 
with their Neighbours, by waving their Religious 
Obſervations to purchaſe their good Will. And (3.) 
that this Law to the Fews themſelves, was for the 
moſt Part lite a Book ſealed; in that the greateſt En- 
couragements to Obedience, the great Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, were obſcured under dark Expreſſions, . and 
typical Shadows, till the Vail on Moſes's Face was 
4 | taken 
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taken away by Chriſt, and Lion Immortality by him 
were brought to Light ; and therefore even they had 
ſtill much Need to be quickened to their Duty by ſen- 
ſible Motives. And (4.) /aftly, that they were, by 
the very Conſtitution and Temper of the Nation, a 
very fliff-necked and unmanageable People; and fo 
not eaſily to be kept in Obedience by bare written 
Rules, without a Rod of ſevere Temporal Judgments, 
frequently laid on the Backs of ſome amongſt them- 
ſelves, to keep the reſt in Awe.. 

And if we alſo conſider theſe Particulars, as God 
probably did, and ſome others that might be ſuggeſted 
of the like Nature; we may very well, I think, be 
ſatisfied, that if we do not now hear of ſuch frequent 
notorious Executions of Divine Juſtice, as ,then were 
the State of the Church ſince Cbriſt, and that Church 
ſpread over all the World; the Clearneſs and Perſpi- 
cuity of his Doctrine in the main Inducements to a 
good Life; and the more plentiful Effuſions of the 
Holy Spirit upon all Fleſh, to produce a more filial 


Obedience thereunto, render it leſs neceſſary that we 


ſhould do ſo; eſpecially, ſeeing we have all thoſe 
great Inſtances of divine Severity which were exhi- 
bited in thoſe antient Ages, delivered down even to 
us, upon whom the Ends of the World are come, by 
holy Pen- men in Writing, for our Admonition. 

3.] That the certain Interpretation of ſuch rare 
judicial Providences, when they now-a-days fall out, 
is to us in theſe latter Times more difficult than it 
was to the Men of thoſe Days, in which they were 
more frequent. The Reaſon whereof is, becauſe 
God, ſince the Scriptures were compleated, and ge- 
nerally received, hath put a S/op to that Spirit of 
Prophecy, which in former Times raiſed up Propheti- 
cal Men, to predict and threaten Judgments before 
they came, and interpret them infallibly when they 
came; ſo that the moſt perfect Judgment we can 
now make of them, though we ule all the Means 
left us to that Purpoſe with the greateſt and moſt con- 
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| ſcientious Exactneſs, will fall very ſhort of Infallibiliiy, 
and amount, at moſt, only to a great moral Certainiy, 
in-moft Caſes of that Nature 
[a.] That it is therefore very eaſy to miſtake in this 
Affair, and be deceived'by the making ſuch Inter- 
pretations of Divine Providences of this Nature as 
Fancy and Paſſion, continually ready herein to inter- 
poſe, may be apt to ſuggeſt to us; and the moſt of 
Men, and too many good Men too, are very prone 
to be miſled by them themſelves, and to miſlead others. 
C5. J That ſuch Errors and Miſtakes are not more 
eaſy and frequent, (than as they are commonly made 
Uſe of) /infull and dangerous; becauſe, by our Aptnefs 
to avouch them, and in a Sort impoſe them on the 
Belief of others, we too often render ourſelves guilty 
of prophaning God's Name, of which his great Works 
area conſiderable Part, by ſtamping our own fond 
Conceits with his Image and Super /cription ; which is 
no lefs a Crime in this Caſe agamft God, than the 
minting and vending adulterate Coin in worldly 
Dealings and Payments is to the temporal Prince 
under whom we live. | 15 
[6] And yet, 7afly, notwithſtanding all that 
hath been ſaid to beget a new Caution in us in a Matter 
of ſo great an Import, I muſt avouch, that I do not 
believe God hath altogether tyed up bis Hands from 
executing ſignal Judgments, even in theſe Days, or 
in thoſe Regions where the Goſpel is preached with 
greateſt Clearneſs, and moſt powerful Evidence; ef. 
pecially, in Caſe the ſabſtantial Corruptions of fo pure 
a Religion be at any Time fo groſs, or the general 
Debaut hery of Men's Lives under ſuch excellent In- 
{tructions be ſo foul and ſcandalous tothe holy Doctrine 
of our Saviour, as to call for them; and when any new 
Impieties of the largeſt Dimenſions, and prodigious 
Inmoralities, become bold and audacious, beyond 
the Examples of the former Ages of Chriſtianity, 
with Impunity, if not Countenance and Encourage- 
ment, from thoſe that ought to ſuppreſs them, among 
thoſe that are the noted Profeſſers of it. Nor do I 
| : think 
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think that we are in ſuch Caſes ſo deſtitute of Diree- 
tion, partly from parallel. Inſtances of Scripture, 
and partly from the general Notions of Mankind in 
all Ages concerning ſuch Providences; and partly 
from "the concurring Evidence of the Circumſtances 
of them when they! ſo fall out, c. but that we may 
even in theſe Days, by the ordinary Aſſiſtance of God's 
50 even without a Revelation, diſcern ſufficient 
Marks and Tokens of divine Judgments upon many of 
them, to lay a Foundation for the Improvement of 
them, to the Ends which God generally deſigns by 
them, both to ourſelves and others. For a moral Certain- 
ty, in ſuch Matters wherein a Duty is to be inferred from 
on various Accidents of this Life, hach to us the Force 

a divine Command. A Principle, which if it be 
kr Olea; we muſt neceſſarily be endangered to be 


Fer kur; in moſt of the ordinary Actions of our pre- 


ent Callings and Imployments, by that wild and ex- 
Iravagant Rule of expecting ſpecial Scripture Determi- 
nations in all the Particularities of our worldly Condi- 
tions, which no ſober Man will own as the Meaſure 
to govern his Actions by. 

2. And ſuch in the ſecond Place, as I have deſcribed, 
I hope, will the Characters of remarkable divine 
Judgments be, that tollow. 

(1.) The Greatneſs and Publickneſs of. a divine 
Stroke, beyond what is common to Men ; eſpecially, if 
ſo great,” as in. common Repute to be above the Power 
of Man to inflict, as I have before intimated, gives 
the firſt Glimpſe of Light in this Caſe. Which puts us, 
as it lawfully may, nay, more in Duty ought, where 
the Concern is ſome Way of our own, upon Enquiry 
into the Nature of it; for we are wonted to do ſo 
in human Societies. If a Stranger come by a Gal'ows 


or a Whipping-poſt, and fee a Man hangtd, and drawn 
and quartered at the one, and another ſeverely whipped at 


the other, he will preſently be enquiringy wherefore 
ſuch Perſons are handled' with ſuch Severity in ſo no- 


torious a Madner ? ? And when Seyerities, it may befar 
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wb exter-from God, befall any with as publick Circum. 
ſtances, it is equally rational for the Spectators, and 
much more the Sufferers, to enquire what he means by 
hem; and even to ſuſpect the worſt, that they may 
Judicial Executions, till he be informed other wiſe. 
ea, God himſelf intimates his Approbation of Men's 
Inquiſitiveneſs in ſuch Caſes, when he tells the Jews, 
that he would inflict ſuch ſore Plagues on them, at 
ſhould move all Nations to aſk, Wherefore hath the 
Lord done thus unto this Land ? What meaneth the 
Heat of this great Anger? 5 
( 2.) But this alone, is not a ſufficient Character to 
warrant us to pronounce ſuch a Stroke to be a Diving 
Judgment, how ſevere ſoever it be; except there ap» 
pear as evident and notorious à Crime in Con 


» 
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me in Conunction 
with it. For the judging by the Lorne. Jr 
ſingly, miſled Job's Friends in his Caſe ; and the 
Men of Malita, in the Cenſure they paſſed upon St. 
Paul, when they ſaw the Viper hanging on bis Hand. 
And it may miſſead us in like Caſes; for if we inter- 
pret all ſuch great and remarkable Severities, on 
whomſoever they fall, to be Divine Judgments, we 
{hall be often endangered, unjuſtly to condemn the Genes 
ration of God's beſt Children. But where both theſe in 
the ſame Perſons meet, with equal Evidence, we can 
hardly be miſtaken, except all Mankind be ſuppoſed 
to.befo too, who commonly argue in ſuch Caſes from 
this Character, in calling ſuch Providences Judements 
of Gd; or, if we be miſtaken, It is in a Sort a ſafe 
rror; as that which, if we make a religious Uſe of 
our Apprehenſions about it, will miſlead us only into 
ſuch Affections and Actions as tend to God's Glory, 
and our own Benefit and Advantage. - 
30) And a far greater Evidence is given in this 


Caſe, many Times, to make Divine Fudgments mani- 
feſt, by the fair and legible Impreſſion and Image of 
the very Offence itſelf, upon the Puniſhment inflicted. 
The drowning of Pharaoh and the Egyptians in the 
Red Sea, was a Punilhment ſo Ike their Sin in drown- 

ing 
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(A: 
ing all. the male Children of the Iſraelites in the River ; 
the burning Nadab and Abibu with a firange Fire from 
Heaven ; was a Divine Stroke fo aptly ſuited to their 
Offence in offering Incenſe with ſtrange Fire io Heaven, 
the -inceſtuous - Defilement of David's Concubines 
by Abſalom, had ſo expreſs a Signature of the 
Defilement of Uriab's Wife by David; and to mention 
no more Examples at prefent, the cutting off the 
Thumbs aud great Toes of Adonibezek himſeif, was ſo 
ſignal a/Requital of the like Cruelty ſhewed by him to 
ſeventy  Kenps before, that no Man needs to doubt 
the-Lawfulneſs of calling them by the Name they have 
always borne, that of remarkable Divine Judgments. 
And'it can rationally be no Matter of Scruple te any 
one, to ve Frovidences of the like Stamp the ſame 
N {ill f 

And it makes much to the ſtrengtheniog the 
2 We in ſuch Matters, when ſuch remartable di- 


— Strokes tread cloſe upon the Heels of F ſome noto- 
rious Offence, as oftentimes they do; Jew af Le as 


to ſutprize the Offender in the very Act. The ſtriking 
the Sodomites blind in the very Attempt of a foul Sin 
not to be named; and the of the whole City the 
next Morning with a Storm of flaming Brimſtone 
cleaving of the Earth to ſwallow Korab and his 
Company, 8 whilſt they ſtood daringly in the Face 
of God and the Congregation, to avoach a foul Re- 


bellion againſt Moſes, and a ſacrilegious Uſurpatidn 


of Aaron's Prięſt bond, the running through of Zimri 
and Cosbi, in the very Act of bold and audacious Un- 
deanneſs; the flaying of Belſpaar the very Night 
following his profane Debauch, acted by the Abuſe 
of Golf 5-confecrated Veſſels to Drunkennaſs, at an Idol's 
'Feaft.z the turning of his — Nebuchadnez- 
rar a grazing among Oxen, when that vauntin 
was ſcarce 68 of = 1s not this great Babylcp 
that have built for the Houſe of the Kingdam, by the 
Aght N Power? the: ſmiting Ananias ind Sapphire 
EA dead, 
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dead, with a Lye in their Mouths to cover their Sa- 

crilege; the eating up Herod by Worms, ſo cloſely at- 
tending upon his owning the blaſphemous Flattery of 
the People: And many more like Inſtances. to theſe, 
none ever gave a ſofter Title to, than that of divine 
Judęments. And wherefore the Drunkard's breaking 
his Neck in his Drunkenneſs, and the hectoring Chal- 
lengers being ſlain in a Duel, and the perjared Perſons 
being ſmitten dumb or dead in his Perjury, and the 
like penal Events befalling other Sinners in the very 
Act of other Sins of as heinous a Nature, may not 
ſtill, by a Parity of Reaſon, paſs for Providences of 
the iame Denomination, I cannot imagine. 

(5.) When ſuch penal Providences are the evident 
and notorious Conſequents of provoking and daring 
Appeals, Applications, or Addreſſes to God of any 
Kind; or of Conteſts with bim: There is all the Rea- 
ſon in the World why we ſhould: take them for divine 
Fudgments,, extorted by an impious Importunity, or 
„„ 721i; 25:99 3 a6 earn ch 

(1.) In' Caſe of Appeals to God, implicit or ex- 
plicit, When the bitter Water, under the Law, en- 
venomed by the Imprecation of the diſloyal Wife 
againſt herſelf, in caſe ſne was guilty of the Fact ſne 
was ſuſpected of, cauſed; her Belly 10 ſwell, and ber 
Thigh to rot; the. implicit Appeal to God's Deciſion 
in this Caſe, made the Event evidently to be a divine 
Judgment. When Korah and his Accomplices dare 
put it to a divine Determination, whether they had 
not as much Rigbt to offer Incenſe as Aaron and bis 
Sons, the Event in this Caſe declared, that God 
judged the Cauſe in which he was thus appealed to 
againſt them? And when the wicked Jes, by . tu- 
-multuous' Outcries, call on Pilate to cruciſy Feſus for 
a Malefactor, and encourage him, when his Con- 
ſcience boggles at ſo foul an Act of Injuſtice, with 
this fearful Imprecation, (in the Nature of ſuch an 
Appeal) that if he were not guilty, God would lay 
bis Blood on them and their Children ; and the Event 


of ſo many Ages hath declared the ſaid Guilt not ta 
1 = 
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be yet waſhed off from their whole Poſterity: None 
but an hardened Few will ever doubt, whether there 
be a divine Judgment in this-Cafe or no. Laſtly, 
when holy 725, againſt the unjuſt Charges of his 
cenſorious Friends, Who, among other Crimes, taxed 
him with breaking the Arms of the Fatherleſs, i. e. 
that by his Power he had ſo cruſhed'them; that they 
were diſabled to. maintain their Right againſt him, 
had appealed to God for his Vindication, and impre- 
cated againſt himſelf, that if he were guilty of this 
Crime, his Arm might fall from his Shoulder Blade, 
and be broken from the Bone, i. e. that the Fleſh might 
rot from the Bone, till his Arm fell from his Shoul- 
der; if a little after, that Arm had dropped off ac- 
cording to his Execration, and ſome concurring Evi- 
dence withal had appeared to prove him guilty:of the 
Fact which he ſo diſclaimed; I ſay, if it had ſo fallen 
out, which it did not, deren he was innocent, had 
not his Friends been juſtified;: if they had cried: out in 
the Words of the Pſalmiſt, Bebhold! the Lord is known 
by the Judgment that be executeth ! | 7 

(2.) In Caſe of Adureſi or Application to ie in 
Matters of another Nature. As in promiſſory Qaths, 
or which. in Subſtance is all one, /mprecaiions of; God's 
Vengeance, upon Non- performance of what Men un, 
dertake to do. Which Addreſſes are either ſerious or 
cuſtomary. And in both Sorts, God's Judginents may 
be manifeſted, as the Circumſtances may be. 

* (1.) Inv ſerious Adareſſes of this Kind. As in the 
Caſe cf the Children of 1/gel; hen they were-obliged 
to ſay. Amen to the, fearful.Curſes annexed to the Law; 
they did therein implicitly addreſs themſelves to God, 
and pray, that all thoſe Curſes, in Caſe of Diſobe- 
dience to that Law, might befall them; which Curſes 
are therefore called the Cur/es of the Covenant, be- 


_ ceauſe they covenanted with God upon that Penalty to 


keep lis Commandments there mentioned. And 
therefore, afterwards, when God had executed thoſe 


Severities upon them, which made all the Neighbour 
n "4 Nations 
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Nations to enqtfire, bereforr the Lorũ bad dealt fb 
with them? Men are directed by God! to anſwer, 
Becauſe they have forſaken the Covenant of the Lord, the- 
Anger of the Lord was kindled againſt this Land to bring 
upon it all the-Curſes written in this Book. And he 
moreover tells them, that they need not fear offend- 
ing by a raſb Cenſure, where God's Judgments, with 
the Cauſes of them were ſo manifeſt. For though ſe- 
ret Things belong to God, i. e. in dark Cafes, we muſt 
not be too forward to paſs our Sentence upon God's 
providential Proceedings; yet Things revealed; (as 
ſuch F#dgments inflicted upon ſuch a Forfeiture by 
Covenant betwixt God and a People are) belong to us 
and our Children, to interpret and improve them. 
And the like may be the Caſe. of particular Perſons, 
when they vow and ſolemnly covenant with God to 
leave ſuch Vices, and amend their Lives; and to bind 
themſelves the more firmly, imprecate ſuch Evils up- 
on themſelves, in Caſe tliey fail in Performance. Or 
which there is a notable Inſtance in one of our late 
Writers, of Sir Fervaſe E{lowis, as he calls him, who 
at the Place of Execution, took notice to all the Peo- 
ple preſent, of God's juſt Fudgment that brought him 
to that End: For that he had ſolemnly (being given 
to Caning) upon ſome ſpecial Occaſion, prayed to 
God, That if be did ſo. any more, be migbi be banged ; 
und having broken Promiſe with God, be had brought 
bis own Wiſh upon him. e | 
(*); In cuſtomary Addreſſes of that Nature; when 
Men, upon every flight Occafion, imprecate in the 
Form of a cuſtomary Wiſh, as a vain Parenthefis in 
Diſeourſe, with ſome Perſons too frequent, any Evil 
upon themſelves, to back every ſlight Purpoſe; or 
trivial Promiſe, that drops unadviſedly. from their 
Lips: Theſe Men, though they uſe not God's Name 
(explicitly in ſuch Forms' of Diſcourſe, and: yet too 
often even that is done, [7 wiſh to God, &c. ] is too 
frequent a Phraſe, yet they do imply it, and it hath 
the Force of an Application to God, to inflict ſuch 
: | 8 
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An Evil on them. Now, if when, Men fail, as too 
often they. do, in thale unadviſed Promiles of theirs, 
and God brings the Calamity they wiſhed upon thery 
1: ſhould not ſcruple in ſuch a Caſe to look on it as 
the Execution of a divine Judgment, to warn People, 
how they uſe any xpreflians wherein God's . 8 
concerned, in a , t and cuſtomary Manner. 
1 am perſwaded, if it were well obſerved, "God 2 
tg, very many Perſons of led Tongpes, perform. in 
Earneſt, what they ſo oſten inconſiderately imprecate 
in this arld:: —_ doubt he doth ſo to many mor 
in another World; where their God- damm - me 9A 
the Deyil-{ake:me's, and the 4 familiar Forms « 
cultomary. Diſcaurſe with prophane Men, are, w 
the ſtinging Agteſtations of their awn Conſciences. 
RR i 


ernity. 

c 3.) In Caſe of Conteſts with God, God's Fuc 75 
are often manifefted, and made knawn to be what in- 
deed they are. As, 

(.] When they light upon the 175 ere 
of.a falſe Religion againſt the true: 00 be ally, if in a 
Bublick and notorious Competitian, God be, as it were, 
challenged to appear in the Vindication of his Truth. 
Which was the Caſe of Baal's Prieſts in ſhes notable 
Conteſt with Elijab, w wherein God broug them to 
Publick Execytion, by, a miraculous Confutation in 
the Preſence of all Jygel 

- (24) When ſuch divine Severities befa]l the Pro- 
fellors and Propuggers of Atheiſm. and Irreligion, in 
Oppoſition to ell. Religion, It ſuch Perſons die not 
the common Death af other Men, the common Vote of 
Mankind pronounceth them to be executed by a 
Divine Judg ment; 28 appears by the Cenſures paſte 

Heathens themſelves upon the ſtrange Ends of 
Diageras,. Protageras, Bion, Theoderus, Epicurus; Phere- 
cides and others, who. either were, or were. generally 
Fah Atheiſts among hems and by thoſe of the 
itunes on Pl yy and. che Kaste 
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aſtical Writers on Caligula, Max iminus, Julian, and 
many other Atheiſtical and Prophane Promoters of 
| Irreligion. | 

(Z.) When the like ſevere Pioyldebers befall Rick, 
as though 2 profeſs the true Religion, yet becauſe 
they make Ule of that Profeſſion only as 4. Muſt to 
cover, thoſe Deſi igns againſt it, which they dare not 
carry on with open Face, God ſore-dooms in the 
Scripture, as guilty of moſt pernicious Oppoſition | 
againſt it, to a notable and ſignal Ruin and Deſtruc- 
tion. As in the Caſe of the great Antichriſt; when 
God, having revealed that wicked one fully, ſhall 
finally deſtroy both him and his Seat; where fitting 
in the Temple of God, he acts the Devil i in God*s Name, 
by — Signs and Hing Wonders ; both the Church 
Militant and T1iumphanrare called on to acknowledge 
and rejzice in the juſt Judęments of God One on 
him and his Adherents. 

*(6.) It is no fight Evidence to. a Divine vudgment, 
when, as it often falls out, an Ofender's Conſcience under 
ſuch a remarkable Stroke bf God's Hand, owns it as 
the juſt Puniſhment of ſuch a particular notorious | 
Crime z and gives Glory to God, (with Achan) by con- 
feſſing it before the World. When Aconibezek, con- 

— by his own Conſcience, cries out, As I have 
dons ſo hath God requited me; and Joſepb's Brethren, 
in the Danger they were in to be executed for Spies in 
Egypt, charge themſelves with the Guilt of their EH 
Aud Cruelty agaiiiſt their Brother and acknowledge, 
that Yherefore ba! D reſs came upon ibem; and hen 
Maleſartors at the Place of Execution, and debauched 
'Livers in ſome notable: Calamities, and eſpecially in 
the near Proſpect of * Death and Eternity, under ſome 
ſignal Stroke of God's Hand, actuſe themſelves, and at- 
tribute thoſe' Severities to their particular” Crimes; 
what Reaſon Rath any Man to give their Sufferings a 
milder Neme than they'give thetn'themſelyes ? © © 
Ahh thus dave I given' you the beſt Chara#ers I 
could, by wich- to — divine * from 
14914. rovi< 
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very Trident: 25 Fer we are Tg 1 our Se 
to judge our Brethren, leſt we alſo be judged, And in 
the wort Caſes of thoſe on whom the Ti oer in Siloe 
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of Job's Friends in their Dealings with him, is by God 
himſelf expreſsly condemned. "Wherefore | it is meet 
this Caſe ſhould be carefully ſtated, that we may i in 
the preſent Argument be ſatisfied, how far we may 
lawfully go in applying God's s Judgments, ſq as to 
preſerve ourſelves from ſuch Errors. And in A Anfeer 
to this Caſe, I ſhall, a8 I did on the former Head, firſt 
premiſe. ſome Ground to proceed on; and thence 
Ls to the dire Solution of it accord ng to 
them. 

(I.) The Grande Wh I mall premiſe are theſe. 

(I.) That it follows: from what was faid on the 
former Heads that in ſuch Applications of divine Judg- 
ments to particular Caſes,” we are to be very cautious 
and circumſpect. 

(20) And yet it does not follow, *rhbe' we are totally 


obliged to forbear them. Yea, rather there are divers 


Arguments from Scripture, vhich give great Counte- 
nance, and in ſome Caſes great Encouragement, to 


the making of them. 


(1.) As firſt, the Text itſelf, | which aſſerts ſich 


Judgments to be Means whereby God is made known; 


will neceffarily infer, that in order to the making 
this Uſe of them, ve muſt be allowed the Liberty of 


diſcreet᷑ and conſiderate Application of them; for to 


fi uppoſe a notable — executed with Signal Mani- 
teſtation 
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feſtation of a divine Hand therein, and of Purpoſe 
deſigned for Men to take Notice of it; and yet nor 
ta allow them to. obſerve it in thaſe Circumſtagces 
which render it moſt obſerveable, all which Circum- 

ſtances are neceffarily;annexed to particular Caſes, ime 
plies a Contradiction. f n 
1 (2: ) The. Scripture tells us of Holy Men who have 
made. ſuch particular Applications, and have not been 
Hamed, but rather commended. for it; and their Ex- 
amples left on ſacred Record for the Imitation of 
future Times; it is given as a honourable Character 
in general of good and holy, Men, that becauſe they 
have Pleaſure in that Imployment, they, /eet au the 
great Works of the Lord, of which theſe jndicial Pro- 
vidences are a. ſpecial Part. And holy. David pro- 
ounds himſelf in particular, as an; encourag- 
ing Example to patient ExpeRation. of the Iſſue 
in that ſtumbling Caſe af divine Providence, (tbe 
notable Proſperity. of. ſome 74 wicked Men 
telling us, that be himſelf bad ſeen: forme ſuch in 
great Power, probably Saul and his. profane Courtiers 
and. Favourites, flour iſuing lite @ Green Bay- Tres; 
whom yet he obſerved in the Iſſue notably extirpated, 
ſo that they could: not be found.. And that nqtable 
Speech of Hezekiab to the Levites, is recorded to his 
Commendation, as a conſiderable Part of that which 
ve him juſt Title to that honourable Character, that 
| he did that which was right in the Sight of the Lord. 
according to all that bis Father David had dans; where- 
in he obſerves particularly, though with a Reflection 
upon his Father Aba, that the Lord had lately deliuer- 
ed Judah to Trauble and. Aſtoniſbment, and Hiſing, and 
that their Fathers fell by the Sword, and 1heir Sous and 
Daughters, and Wives, were yet in Captivity, for 7 
Neglef of God's Hauſe , which he thence.quickens the 
8 Levites for the future to. take more 
1 r 
(3.) Good Men in general are euceuraged with, the 
Fr omiſed Proſpett of Divine Judgments on, ſome notori- 


£59] 
ous wicked Men. When tbe Wicked, ſuch whoſe-Prof- 
perity was a Temptation to good Men to fret and be 
envious againſt them, are cut , thou, ſays the Plalmiſt 
to the Man whom he encourageth 4% wart on the Lurd, 
and keep bis Muy, ſhall fee it, i. e. ſo as to take Notice 
of it to thy great Satisfaction and Encouragement ta 
depend on God for the future. And riſewhere, the 
Righteous is told, that when the notorious oppreſſing 
Judges, againſt whom that Pſalm is directed, ſhall de 
taten away as with a N birlwind, living, and in God's 
Wrath, i. e. brought in that Prime of their Proſperity 
to a ſudden and violent End, chat he ſhall rejoice whew 
he ſeeth the Vengeance, and waſh his . Feet. in #he 
Blood of theWicked, i. e. in a Kind of holy Triumph 
for the Maniteſtation of Divine Juſtice, ſhall even 
trample upon them when they he in their Blood, with» 
out fear of Defilement; to which in other Caſes the 
Jews, by the Law, for touching any thing of a dead 
Corpſe were liable, any more than if they had -waſbed 
their Feet in Mater. | | IF 
(4.)- And Sinners are blamed for not drawing Ar» 
guments of Caution and Reformation from the parti> 
cular Inſtances of God's Judgments in their Days. 
As Belfhazzar, for that when he ſaw and knew how 
God had dealt with his proud Grandfather Nebucbad- 
neæzar, he notwithſtanding li fted bimſelf up againſt the 
ſame God, before whom he ought on that Conſidera- 
tion to have been humbled; and the remaining Tribes 
of Faudab and Benjamin are ſeverely taxed, for that 
'whben they. ſaw that God had rejected and ſent inp 
Captivity the en Tribes, their Brethren, for their 
Idolatry; yet they feared-not, but went on confident- 
ly in the ſame [provoking Sin themſelves ; and it is 
not to be underſtood how any Perſons can be obliged 
to take warning from particular Examples, if they be 
not allowed to apply ſuch Providences of God to them, 
in thoſ& Particulars from whence that Caution is to be 
"gathered: vs 7 Poll Us ee 
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| (4.) Wherefore we muſt find out ſome other Inter- 
pretation of thoſe Scriptures, which ſeem totally to 
prohibit all Applications of Divine Judgments to par- 
ticular Caſes z and particularly of thoſe before mentioned. 
And that as to them at leaſt is a Matter of no great, 
Difficulty, For the firſt of them forbids one Chriitian, 
indeed to judge another; but it is only a.raſh- and a. 
harſh cenſurmg Chriſtian (Brethren; as the Phariſees. 
were wont to do, even for the imalleſt Faults; and 
that when the Cenſurers themſelves, it may. be, as. 
they indulge themſelves in greater, ſuch as are like 
Beams to the other's Motes, as appears, v. 2. that 
is there forbidden. And the Blame which in the ſecond 
Text, the Relaters of the Fall of the Tower of Siloe, 
and the mixing the Blood of the Galileans with ibeir 
Sacrifices by Pilate, did incur; was not barely for take- 
ing Notice of theſe Events as Pivine Judgments, but 
for judging the Perſons: in a like Phariſaicul Pride, 
greater . Siuners than others, and than themſelves in 
particular, having no other Evidence to ground that 
Cenſure, than that what they ſuffered was more ſevere 
than what uſually befell-others 5 which indeed was 
none at all. And Jab's Friends (the sbird Text) were 
cenſured by God for making the like uncharitable and 
unwarrantable Inference from his providential Severi- 
ties upon 7b. So that all theſe Scriptures thus inter- 
preted, as indeed they muſt be, make nothing againſt 
the Lawfulneſs of a modeſt, ſober, prudent, and diſ- 
-creet Application of Divine Judgments to particular 
Caſes, ſeeing in an Application ſo qualified, we:.ſhall 
be ſecure from offending againſt Juſſice or Charity. 
-' (2.) And therefore I proceed, in. the next Place, 
to give you the Directions promiſed you to pre- 
ſerve you from ſo offending, in like Applications; of 
Divine Severities. ' 103 LY 53143 C2 
(I.) Firſt then, privately and in our own Boſoms, 
ve may with more Freedom and. Latitude make ſuch 
Applications, than we may diſconrſe them withal to 
others; if withal we take Care to turn our 2 
| enti- 
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Sentin ments. only to thoſe Uſes which reflect Glory 


to God, and Benefit to ourſelves ; without gratifying 
any. unlawful Paſſion, apt on ſuch Occaſions to be 
ſtirred towards our ſuffering Brethren and Nei- 
bours, And yet, 

(2.) When God's Providence itſelf makes any Caſe 
notorious by producing an Offender, as it were, and 
chaſtiſing him upon a public Theatre, the Caſe being 
clear and evident of itſelf in the Eyes of all Men; no 


Mam is then bound up from bearing his Part in the 


Public Di ſcourſe; but (as he hath a Call either by 
Office, or occaſional Charity to the Souls of Men to 
take Notice of it) every one may, nay ou ht, to 
ſerve God's Delign therein, by making Uſe of it for 
others, as well as his own . Edification. And it is re- 
lated as a Thing imitable in the Primitiye Chriſtians, 
that they interpreted the ſudden Deaths of Auanias 
and Sappbira, as remarkable Judgments of God, and 
not only were poſſeſſed with great Fear themſelves on 
that Occaſion, but alſo derived that Fear to many 
others, by publiſhing it, ſo that they feared likewiſe 
as Many as heard of it. 

(3.). Weare,not ſo much in Danger of offending 
- againſt Fuſtice or Charity in the Application of divine 
\ Judgments, when they befall great Communities and 
Societies ye; Men, as when they light only on particu- 
lar Perſons, or ſmaller Parties, For when Nations 
and other great Communities fall under great Epide- 
mical Calamilies, wherein every Member ſome Way or 
other ſuffers, or at leaſt is endangered to ſuffer ; there 
God himſelf expects his Hand ſhould be publickly 
acknowledged, and due Means uſed by religious Ad- 
dreſſes to him ſolemnly and generally made for the 
removing of them; and in them requires that each 
Member bear a Part, and accuſe himſelf and be deepl 
humbled, as being a Pͤrtaker in that Guile which 
-procured them; 19 that what every one is obliged to 
own, is without Injury or Breach of Charity imputa- 


He: to them all. Wierer there are very few. private 
Caſco. 
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Caſes, wherein the Perſons ſuffering can be convincing- 
ly brought by others under a like Obligation, to own 
and acknowledge the Particulars charged on them 


their Cenſurers, as the Cauſes for which they ſo ſuffer z 
and fo we are endangered to charge them at Adven- 


ture, and therein to be unjuſt and uncharitable. 

(4) We run leſs Hazard of violating Juſtice and 
Charity, in applying ſuch Divine Strokes, as Fudgments 
to /ome Perſons, than to others, For whereas tnere 
are ſome notorioufly bad Men, who publiſh their Sin as 
Sodom, and proclaim themſelves io have 'no Fear of 
Ged before their Eyes, 'being altogether become filthy or 
finking, as the Margin hath it, in the Noſtrils of all 
ſerious and ſober Perſons s ſo that no Charity, be it 


never ſo large, except it be wilfully blind withal, can 


judge better of them; when any remarkable Hand of 
God finds theſe Perſons out, to ſeize them for publick 
exemplary Puniſhment, I cannot fee, why we 
may not, without any Hefitation in a Cafe ſo plain, 
think and ſay, This is a remarkable Fudgment of God; 
and a fair Warning to all Men to avoid ſuch Courſes. 


And eſpecially if ſuch Perſons have arrived to that 


Height of profeſſed Wickednefs, as 'to glory in their 
Shame at that Rate, as to fet (themſelves down in the 


Seat of the Scoryful, and ſooff Religion and Virtue out 


of Countenance, as a Thing deſpicable and contemp- 
tible; and to own themſelves in all Companies, as the 
ublick He#ors. and Champions of Prophaneneſs and 
. and profeſſed Per ſecuters of all Perſons that 
dare appear on the Side of God and Goodneſs. For 
in ſuch Caſts, as I told you before, the Opinion af 
all the World juſtifies us, in making the ſevereft Re- 
flections upon their Sufferings, = : 
But when Sufferers, though the Hand of God 
lie heavy upon them, are either eminently good Men, 
or ſuch as in the Judgment of rational Charty we are 
bound to /hink well 'of for the Main, though they 
ha ve their Allay of human Frailty, and are Gold, though 
mixed with Drofs, yea, or ſuch, as there is Hope they 
| may 
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may become better, becauſe there is nothing that 
declares them deſperately and incorrigibly bad: We are 
towards all theſe Sorts of Men to proceed in cenſuring 


with far greater Caution, and the berter they are, the 


more muſt be obſerved; according to the following 
ANT. = 
(..) That we endeayour to be as ſp in apply- 
1 theſe Sorts of Divine e Too Cats tf 
particular Perſons under the former Characters, as God 
is in inflicting them; and appear as loth and unwilling 
to do the one, as he to do the other. For it is very 
uncharitable for any Man to be over- forward in crying 
out, upon every unuſual Stroke upon another, & Jude: 
ment! a Judgment ] becauſe thereby he cruelly vexcth, 
his Brother*s Sores ; a Thing which is done by nothing 
more than by exaggerating his Calamities, with the 
Repreſentation of God's Diſpleaſure teſtified in them. 
Beſides, that the Haftineſs of Men in ſuch Applications 
looks too much like that Diſpoſition which Charity 
diſclaims, of rejoicing in Iniquity, #. e. in the Oppor- 
tunity of colourably .laying a Criminal Matter to 
one's Brother's Charge, without ſtaying to examine 
what Ground there is for it; as on the contrary, to 
rejoice in the Truth, i. e. to be glad when by the 
Diſcovery of the Truth, our own and others Suſpi- 
cions or Miſapprehenſions concerning -him are re- 
moved, and he vindicated, is a charitable Temper, as 

the Apoſtle deſcribes it. | | 
_ (2+) That we do not firſt fancy a Divine Judgment 
in our own Thoughts to have befallen ſuch a Perſon or 
Party as we do not affect; and then ſearch out Iniqui- 
ties, (in the Plalmiſt's Phraſe) or make a ſtrict Inqui- 
ſition, to find out criminal Matters in him to apply 
it unto, for the Juſtification of our own Cenſure. For 
this is a,prepoſteraus inverting of the Rules of Juſtice, 
which is never wont to pronounce Sentence firit, at all 
Adventure, and then examine the Cauſe, or rather, 
whether there be any Cauſes and a great Breach of 
Charity alſo, as implying a malicious Deſign againſt 
our 
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our Brother, which,” we ſeek an Opportunity to 
r RE CSCTED.ONS 
This ſeems to be the Fault of thoſe Diſciples them- 
ſelves, who enquired of Chriſt concerning the Man 
that was born blind; for they fitſt reſolve upon it, 
that this was a Judgment of God on him for ſome Sin; 
and then they came to our Saviour to reſolve them, 
for whoſe Sin it was, his own. or bis Parents? And 
it ſeems evident, by the whole Carriage of their Diſ- 
courſes, that Job's Friends, though they ' unanimouſly 
firſt conclude among themſelves, that his Sufferings 
were divine Fudęments upon him for ſome foul 
Crime, yet they are at a Lofs what Crime of that Na- 
ture to find him guilty of; and therefore they tax him 
at all Adventure, with all the horrid Crimes they can 

imagine, to draw a Confeſſion from him at leaſt of 

ſome of them, for the Juſtification of their own un- 


charitable Cenſure. 


3.) That we do not Haſtily call ſuch ſevere Provi- 
dences of God towards ſuch. particular Perſons, Judg - 
ments, whom we can charge with nothing that is no- 
toriouſly ſinful, in the general Judgment of all Man- 
kind, or at leaſt, of all Chriſtians: For it is a great 
Piece of Uncharitableneſe, as well as Injuſtice, which 
is too ordinarily practiſed, in ſuch Places whete the 
common Chriſtianity is crumbled into Ses and Par- 
ties, for Diſſenters of all Sides to impute the Suffer- 
ings befalling their pollen te Ain Diſpleaſure 
againſt them, for holding ſuch Opinions as differ from 
theirs, or practiſing in ſome Particulars otherwiſe than 
they do. Now this arifeth ordidarly from a partial 
Fondneſs which every one hath for his 2wn Opinion or 
Way; which inclines him to think God hath as great 
a Kindueſs for it as himſelf, and his Party have; and 
to conclude all 'his Providences to be accordingly en- 
gaged to ſerve under thoſe Banners of Diſtinction, un- 
der which he hath lifted himſelf ; whence ſuch Per- 
ſons find it eaſy (upon every ynufuil Stroke of God 
upon any that are not every Way agreeable to their 
ie 3 a in eee enen een Humour) 


E 
Humour) to conclude, that the very Point in Differ- 
ence betwixt them is judged by God and their Oppo- 
ſites, confuted from Heaven by a Demonſtration of di- 
vine Diſpleaſure againſt them. And ſuch an unhappy 
Paralogiſm as this, we are told by our Hiſtorians, it 
was, which in the dark Times of Popery gave the 
Cauſe, in an Opinion of an whole Synod, againſt the 
married Clergy, when the Side of the Room where the 
Maintainers of it ſat fell down, killing ſome, and hurt- 
ing others. For thereupon they that were for Prieſt's 
ſingle Life, cried down the Cauſe of the fallen Party 
with them, as witneſſed againſt by God himſelf; and by 
that ſorry Argument and Noiſe prevailed. Now againſt 
this great Miſtake, by the Way, we ſhall never be 
ſufficiently armed, except we govern our Apprehen- 
ſions by theſe 120 Principles: | | | 
(1.) That God never appointed the dark Rule of 
Providence (to us it is no other) to judge Cauſes by, 
whether right or wrong, good or bad. Oftentimes, 
for ſecret Ends of his own, he blaſts a good, and 
proſpers a bad Cauſe, as the bad Cauſe of the Benja- 
mites, in two ſet Battles, againſt the good Cauſe of the 
eleven Tribes : And the horrid and blaſphemous Im- 
oſture of the Mabometans hath now, for many Ages, 
y the Permiſſion of Providence, proſpered wonder- 
fully againſt the greateſt Part of the Chri#1ian World. 
(2.) That God's great and ſignal Fudgments, of 
which we are diſcourſing, are now-a-days rarely in- 
flifted, but for ſuch Crimes as are generally condemn- 
ed in the Judgment of all Mankind, or, at leaſt, the 
Generality of Chriſtians, according as he deſigns the 
Notice of them to be ſpread in a greater or narrower 
Compaſs. And the Reaſon is evident, to wit, be- 
cauſe it cannot otherwiſe be rationally expected, the 
Juſtice of them ſhould be clearly and convincingly 
owned, and ſo the Good they are intended for mult 
needs be hazarded to ſo many as are diſſatisfied in the 
Merit of the Cauſe that is taken to procure them. 


But when a divine Severity juſtly makes an OR 
| | x 
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1 66 J 
of any Perſon in the general Opinion notoriouſly cri- 
minal; they are all inexcuſable, who thencefor ward 
do the ſame Things they condemned in another, as the 
Apoſtle faith, and confeſs God's Judgment to have 
righteouſly befallen him for. :” 

(4.) That we publiſh not on the Houſe Tops, in our 
Saviour*s Phraſe on another Occaſion, that which is, 
it may be, whiſpered in our Ears only; and few, 
poſſibly no other, Perſons know of. For it may ſo 
fall out, that our intimate Acquaintance with ſome 
Men, and their Circumſtances, may give us Know- 
ledge of their particular Vices, ſecret as to all the reſt 
of the World; and of God's ſecret Strokes befalling 
them in their Perſons or private Concerns, which we 
in our own Thoughts may rationally conclude to be 
divine Judgments inflicted for them. Now in ſuch 
Caſes, though we may with great Charity declare our 
Apprehenſions hereof to the Parties concerned them- 
ſelves, arid admoniſh, and exhort them on that Oc- 
caſion ; yet it were great Uncharitableneſs to publiſh 
to others either the one or the other. 

For, when God intends, as appears by his Way of 
proceeding therein, only a private Correction, it muſt 
proceed from a Defe# of Charity in us, if we, by di- 
vulging it, turn it into a publick Execution, to the 
expoſing our Brother to an open Shame. And the 
very Juſtice of every petty School may convince us of 
the Evil of ſo doing; wherein the Corrections given 
within thoſe Walls are forbidden to be divulged, 
under a like Penalty to that which the diſgraced 
School-fellow ſuffered, 

(5.) That we apply not the ſevere Strokes of God 
upon our Neighbour to the Satisfaction of our pri- 
vate Spleen and revengeful Humour: Which is too or- 
dinary, when we think ſuch as lie under them have 
wronged us, or it may be they really have ſo, and 
we conclude, their Sufferings are divine Fudgments 
befallen them on our Quarrel. This was the uncha- 
ritable Cenſur2 of Shime: againſt David, when he 
| | tells 


[ & 3 

tells him that God bad avenged on him the Blood of the 
Houſe of Saul, by the Rebellion of Abſalom : For it 
is plain by the Text, that Shimei was of the very Fa- 
mily of Saul; and it may be looked upon himſelf, as 
in ſome probable Vicinity to the Crown, if the Succeſ- 
ſion of it had continued in that Family. At leaſt it is 
probable, that by the tranſlating it from thence, he 
tound his Hopes, as to thoſe Preferments and other 
Advantages which uſually are attained at Court by 
thoſe of the royal Blood, blaſted and defeated. It is 
true indeed that God's Juſtice doth ſometimes ap- 
pear in the remarkable Vindication of eminently good 
Men's, and his uſeful Inſtruments Cauſes : But for 
every ordinary Perſon, upon every petty trifling In- 
jury, to expect that he ſhould do the like for him, or 
ſuppoſe he doth it, is too great a Preſumption. 

(6.) That we judge not our Brethren's Eſtate to- 
ward God, and much leſs their future Eftate, from 
the moſt evident Judgments temporally befalling them. 

(1.) Not their preſent Eſtate towards God. For a 
ſore Judgment may befall a Man greatly in God's 
Favour, far a foul Crime; as in the Caſe of the 
Death of David's Child, inflicted, even after his Re- 
pentance, for thoſe heinous Sins of Adultery and Mur- 
der; becauſe he had by them canſed the Enemies of 
God to blaſpheme ; doth evidently appear. 

(2.) And much leſs muſt we thence judge their 
future Eftate in another World: For there is no 
ſufficient Cauſe to judge even Nadab and Abibu, 
the inquiſitive Bethſhemites, Uzzah, and others, 
damned; though God ſmote them dead in un- 
warrantable Actions. Yea, even Mojes and Aaron 
themſelves died by a divine Sentence ia the Wilder- 
neſs for their Sin at Meribah : And yet one of them, 
(Moſes) we have ſufficient Evidence is in Glory, and 
have no Reaſon to doubt the Caſe of the other. Yea, 
Men may be judged of the Lord, in the Apoſtle's Sup- 
- poſition, when chaſtened with Sickneſs and Death 
extraordinary, hat they may not be condemned with the 
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World: And an Offender delivered even lo Satan, may 
ſuffer to the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that his Spirit 
may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord, i. e. in the pri- 
vate Judgment which he undergoes from the Lord at 
his Death. | EC | | 
..) That we aſſign not particular Sins as the ſpecial 
Cauſes of a divine Judgment too peremptorily ; ex- 
cept where the Circumſtances notoriouſly evince it by 
the Rules before given, or ſome of them at leaſt. For, if 
we be therein miſtaken in our Judgment; yea, if there 
be no moral Certainty that we are not miſtaken, (ſuch 
as may rationally convince the Perſons concerned and 
others thereof) the End, which we are ſuppoſed to 
deſign by ſuch Application, (to wit, to render the 
particular Sin to which we attribute the procuring that 
Judgment more formidable) 1s loſt upon thoſe whom 
we particularly intend to benefit by it, and others 
too; and we ourſelves are liable to be cenſured, for 
putting an uncharitable Brand upon our own Brother 
without a Cauſe. 

(8.) That we vaunt not, or magnify our ſelves againſt 
our ſuffering Brother, by comparing ourſelves with 
him, as if we were therefore the better Men, becauſe 
we fare better at God's Hands than he. This is one 
Property of Charity, (among the many excellent Cha- 
racters given it by the Apoſtle) that it vaunts not it- 
ſelf, (i. e. with the Diminution of a Man's Brethren; 
for elſe it were rather a Deſcription of Humility than 
Charity) nor is, upon ſuch an Account, puffed up. 
And the moſt uncharitable Account upon which any 
Man can vaunt to the leſſening of his Brother, is, 
when it is done meerly upon the Difference that God's 
only Pleaſure makes betwixt the one and the other. 
This (among many others) was one great Piece of Un- 
charitableneſs in 70s Friends, that having in his ſad 
Sufferings taxed him with being of the Number of 
thoſe whom God had ſignally branded with remarka- 
ble Judgments, and a Partner in Guilt with thoſe of 
the old World, whoſe Foundation was overflown with a 
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Hood, though he were differenced in his Puniſhment, 
being a Sufferer by the contrary Element of Fire; they 
in the mean while boaſt, that their Subſtance was not 
cut down, as being Men more acquainted with God, 
more humble, more innocent; as they imply, when 
they adviſe Fob, upon their Experience, to become ſo 
tOO. . | | ; 
(9.) That we may make no Man's Religious Living 
formerly, or eminent Profeſſion of it, (no, not though we 
have ſome Cauſe to think him dcclined from it now) 
by objecting it to him under ſuffering, a Part of his Ca- 
lamity; nor occaſion him, whilſt he ſuffers under God's 
Hand, to ſuffer for his Sake too: A Thing too uſual 
when bad Men apply the Judgments of God, (or 
thoſe which they interpret to be ſuch) to good Men, or 
| thoſe who have had a Reputation to be ſuch, beyond 
their Neighbours. For this is to give them (as the 
Perſecutors did to our Saviour) Gall and Vinegar 10 
drink, when they have already B:tterneſs enough upon 
their Spirits from the Cup of their Croſs, that God ap- 
points them to drink off. This was to David, as he tells 
'us, like a Sword in his Bones, when prophane Men 
faid to him in his Affliction, where is now thy God? 
And when they caſt in his Teeth, as their Succeſſors 
did afterwards in our Saviour's, his former ruſting in 
God, as if it had either been hypocritical, or (if real) 
miſplaced on one that had thus forſaken him. Now 
to deal thus with our Neighbour, is at all Times 
greatly uncharitable. For it either argues an hard 
Cenſure of him that he is an Hypocrite ; or a greater 
and fouler Afront, if we do not ſo eſteem. him; 
for then we turn (as the ſame Pſalmiſt elſewhere taxeth 
Men of the ſame uncharitable Temper) his Glory into 
Shame, and endeavour to make that a Matter of Diſ- 
grace to him, which is really moſt commendable. 
(10.) Ina Word; that we do not rejoice, inſult, 
or triumph over any Man under God's Hand, upon 
any Account; much leſs revile, and reproach him; 
but really pity, bewail, and condole with him rather; 
F 3 and 
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- ahd (as we have Opportunity) infiru#, admoniſh, com- 
fort, and pray for him. For to do the former, is 
the conſtant Guiſe of thoſe that (in the Character of 
God's Holy Spirit in the Scripture) are marked for 
wicked Men; the Heathen Edomites were ſuch, and 
they rgoiced in ibe Day of Judah's Diftreſs. David's 
Enemies, (being ſo to him on God's Account) were 
fuch, and in his Adverſity they rejoiced. Our Saviour's 
Perſecutors were ſuch, as they judged him ſmitten of 
God, they fhuked their Heads at him upon the Croſs, 
and reviled him with moſt unſavoury and reproachful 
Speeches. [555 | 
And although there be ſeveral Paſſages in Scripture 
which ſeem to propound God's Judgments as a glad 
SpeFacle to good Men, and a Matter of rejoicing, when 
they befall thoſe that are notoriouſly wicked ; as when 
it is propheſied, That the Righteous ſhall rejoice when 
be ſeeth the Vengeance, &c. And when God calls on 
all the Saints even in Glory, the holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles eſpecially, to rejoice and triumph over 
Antichriſtian Babylon. 
Yet it is to be obſerved, that theſe and the like 
Texts relate only to ſuch as were God's publick and 
notorious Enemies; and the Joy and Triumph required 
or allowed, in their Deſtruction, is only upon Ac- 
count of the Succeſs of his Cauſe againſt them, and 
the Vindication of his Glory and Intereſts, as ap- 
pears remarkably in the P/alm quoted, wherein he 
tells us, how the Obſervers ſhould expreſs their Joy, 
to wit, by taking Notice, that verily there is à Re- 
ward for the Righteous, and that verily he is a God 
that judgeth in the Earth. ; 
But the latter Diſpoſitions and Deportments are re- 
commended to us by the Examples of the beſt Men, 
and moſt eminent of Saints. When Jo#'s Friends had 
dealt ſo uncharitably with him, he tells them what a 
different Uſage they: ſhould have found from him, if 
their Souls had been in his Soul's Stead; and aſſures 
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them, that though he could in ſuch a Caſe have ſpoken 
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as they did io him now, and heaped up Words againſt 
them, and ſhaken his Head at their Calamity, as they 
uſed him; yet he would have firengthned them with 
his Mouth, and the moving of his Lips fhould bave 
aſſwaged their Grief. And when David's very bitter 
Enemies, that inſulted over his Calamity, were fick, 
he cloathed himſelf with Sackcloth, and his Prayers, 
though ungratefuily received by them, and thrown 
back in Scorn into his Boſom, whence they proceeded, 
were heartily and ſincerely from that Bo/om, poured 
out to God for them. And our Saviour, the moſt 
perfect of Men, to the many Sufferers under God's 
Hand whom he relieved, was generally ſo compaſ- 
ſionate, that he took on him, by a mercifut Sympa - 
thy, all the Infirmties that he cured, and bore all his 
Patients Sickneſſes. Yea, he could not forbear weep- 
ing over the very Proſpect of thoſe Tragedies he 
foretold himſelf againſt Jeruſalem, though the Shams 
bles of his Prophets, and his own Slaughter-houſe. 
And God expects, as well as the Sufferers themſelves, 
that to him that is affliifted Pity ſhould be ſhewn, eſpe- 
cially, if the Hand of the Lord hath touched him; and 
diſlikes that Men, in their Brethrens Calamities, 
foould per ſecute like him, i. e. take the ſame Liberty of 
harſh and ſevere Uſage towards them, as God does, 
as if they could do it with like Right and Juſtice as 
he. In a Word, it is his expreſs Command, that to 
ſhew ourſelves to be of the ſame Mind towards another, 
we not only rejoice with them that rejoice, but weep 
alſo with thoſe that weep. And thus I diſcharge this 
fixth Head alſo. 22 

VII. Come we now to the ſeventh and laſt, to 
draw ſuch Inferences from this whole Diſcourſe as may 
be of Uſe and Advantage to us. | 


[t. And firft, I infer the great Reaſon that there is 


for a general Judgment in another World: For, ſee- 
ing God is known by the Judgment that be executeth 
and all. that which he executeth here, extends but to 
a few Offenders z and it may be, the Notice taken of 
% F 4 thoſe 
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thoſe Executions that are made, reacheth but a /ma!l 
Part of Mankind; it ſtands with the higheſt Rea- 
fon, that there ſhould be. a Time wherein all the 
World may ſee, even thoſe that while his Hand was 
lifted up on Earth would not ſee, that juſt and true are 
his Fudgments. Beſides, by the Rareneſs of the 
Judgments he executeth here, inſtead of being known 
as he ought, he is by many apt to be miſunderſtood, 
whilſt they are generally ſtumbled at his letting ſo 
many notorious Offenders eſcape for one that he pun- 
iſneth; and thoſe that eſcape here, many Times are 
the greateſt and moſt proſperous of Men, that even 
dare his Juſtice, by ſetting their Mouths againſt the 
Heavens themſelves, Wherefore, that he may make 
it known, that he ſpareth not ſo many high and 
mighty Offenders, either through Impotency, or Par- 
tiality, it is eaſy to infer, that there muſt be ſuch a 
Day, wherein 4d Men, whether they be ſmall or great, 
ſhall and before him, and be judged according to their 
Works. 8 
[ 2. I infer, that thoſe Men do God great Diſſervice, 
who either careleſly over/ook, or deſignedly endeavour 
to ſuppreſs and keep from the Notice of the World, 
theſe remarkable divine Fudgments ; or, when by rea- 
ſon of their own publick Circumſtances, they cannot 
but be taken Notice of by others, attempt to flur, 
and ſtifle as much as they can, the Evidence of thoſe 
Particularities which ſo much conduce to the preſerv- 
ing and propagating the Knowledge of God in the 
World. . Thoſe of the former Sort are injurious in an 
high Degree to God ; who, when he expoſeth his 
glorious Attributes to View as on a Theatre, will not 
vouchſafe to be Spefators of them. But thoſe of the 
latter Rank are prodigiouſly wicked; and yet too 
many even of theſe are to be found in all Ages of the 
Worjd, who ſtudy to darken God's Glory in ſuch 
remarkable Judgments, and to lead the Apprehenſions 
that Feopie naturally are apt to have of them, as far 
from God and Providence as they can find any Colour 
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to do, Thus the Egyptian Magicians, encouraged 
by a prophane atheiſtical King, as well as prompted 
thereto, by their own Malice, emulated the Miracles 
thatMoſes did; and by frequent Attempts to do the like 
endeavoured to perſuade the People, that there was 
nothing in them beyond the Power of created Beings 
to effect; till God at laſt, in the Plague of the Lice, 
drew from them an unwilling Confeſſion, that neither 
they, nor their Maſter the Devil, could imitate it, and 
that therefore it was the Finger of God, And it ſeems 
to me, that the Prieſts and Diviners of the Philiſtines 
were willing, when they were called into Conſultation 
what to do with the Ark of God, to have carried 
on as bad a Deſign, and to have perſwaded both 
themſelves and the People that it was a diſputable 
Caſe, whether the God of Iſrael had inflicted thoſe 
Judgments upon them, which they had ſuffered ; or 
whether it were a meer Chance that had befallen them. 
And therefore, though they ſpeak ſome good Words 
concerning the God of 1ſrael, and give their Advice, 
that if they returned the Ark, they ſhall make him 
ſome Preſents too, it may be forced thereunto, as 
Caiaphas propheſied, by a divine Impulſe, yet they 
contrive to put the Determination of that great Queſ- 
tion upon the Iſſue of ſuch an odd Experiment, as with- 
out a miraculous Influence of the Lord of all the 
Creatures upon thoſe that they employed, would in 
all ratiohal Probability have determined it againſt 
God : For it was ten thouſand to one Odds, bur that 
the Kine, being milch Kine, and their Calves newly 
taken from their Sides, and ſhut up in their Sight, juſt 
as they were put into the Cart, that was by their Ad- 
vice to carry the Ark, being let looſe without a Dri- 


ver, had turned, as Nature would prompt them, 


the ſame Way their young Ones had gone, rather 
than towards the Land of Iſrael. And a foul Scandal 
it is to the Chriſtian Name, that too many of thoſe 
who bear it, do herein act, as if they joined in De- 


ſign with the fore-mentioned Heathens, For, yon 
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the downright Atheiſts, (too many of whom paſs 
Muſter now-a-days under Chriſt's Colours, whom I 
have before confuted; the /ott;fþ and prophane Gene- 
ration of Men are deſirous to look beſide God in all 
ſuch Strokes; leaſt by confeſſing his Hand in them, 
they ſhould be obliged to be more religious, than ſuits 
the Intereſt of their Luſts. Whence, in the Calami- 
ties which at any Time befall themſelves or others, 
thoſe of them who pretend to but the leaſt Smattering 
in Philoſophy, ſeek for Cauſes to aſſign them to, either 
in the general Order of Nature, moved when once ſet 
a going, without any ſpecial Hand of God governing 
the Motion of itſelf ; or in the Influence of ſuperior 
Bodies upon the inferior, by the Conjunctions and Op- 
poſitions, or other Aſpects of Planets, in imaginary 
Houſes, which the Inventions of juggling Aſtrologers 
have built for them in the Heavens to conſult and 
quarrel in, about the Government of the lower 
World; or to the Diſtempers at ſome Seaſons naturally 
corrupting the Elements, and by them the Bodies, 
yea, and the very Minds of Men. Others of a lower 
Rank in their Intellectuals, through an ignorant Ma- 
lice ſuſpect the evil Tongnes of ſome Perſons, who 
have ſome Way or other, and often undeſervedly, 
gotten an evil Name among their Neighbours ; or it 
may be, accuſe the Devil himſelf for paying them ſome 
zi] Turns he owed them, though they were never known 
to have carried themſelves ſo towards him as to deſerve 
any ſuch Uſage from him. In all which, and the 
like Conjectures, it is the main Buſineſs of the Cham- 
pions of Ignorance and Prophaneneſs, to caſt à Mift 
betore their own Eyes. and other Men's, to obſcure 
the Providence of God in thoſe Fudgments which be 
executeth, leſt he ſhould be known by them; which 
certainly 1s a Crime of the greateſt Magnitude; for it 
argues an Envy at the Glory which God's wonderful 
Providences are wont to procure him in the World, 
than which there can hardly any Attempt be conceived 
more ſatanicall. | | 
[3. We 
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Is. We may hence infer, how great Reaſon there 
is, that ſuch judicial Providences ſhould be exactly 
taken Notice of, and with all the notable Circumſtances 
which moſt manifeſt God, recorded, and tranſmitted 
to Poſterity. The learned and judicious Lord Veru- 
lam takes Notice of it as a Defect in the hiſtorical 
Part of Learning, that there is not extant an impartial 
and well-atteſted Hiſtoria Nemeſeos, as he calls it, an 
Account of the moſt remarkable Judgments of God 
on notorious Offenders, and complains of it. And it 
were to be wiſhed, that God would put it into the 
Heart of ſore ſupreme Magiſtrates to promote ſo 

odly a Deſign by their Authority, that the great 
3 of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
might be preſerved in publick avowed Records, as 
their 0) „ are; for certainly it would be a 
great Check to the Atheiſm that ſo reigns in the 
World at this Day, to have ſuch publick Teſtimonies 
preſerved againſt them to ſtop their prophane Mouths 
withal, when they take Liberty to cry down God and 
Providence. And ſuch a Work cannot be done ef- 
fectually to ſuch a Purpoſe, but with their Encou- 
ragement and Aſſiſtance, who were able to oblige the 
Relators of ſuch ſignal providential Strokes, by the 
ſacred Tie of an Oath, to /peak the Truth, all the 
. Truth, and nothing but the Truth, in God's Cauſe, as 
well as Men's; and ſeverely to puniſh thoſe Perſons, 
who ſhall appear, upon due Examination, 70 he for 
Cod, or againſt him. But ſeeing ſuch a Deſign is 
rather to be wiſhed, than hoped to be carried on, in 
ſuch an Age as this, I forbear to inſiſt longer on this 
Point, and in the fourth Place infer, 

[4. That thoſe private Perſons, in the Defect of 
more publick Endeavours in this Kind, do God good 
Service, and much oblige Poſterity, who take what 
honeſt Pains they can, in ſo profitable a Diſcovery, 
by enquiring into, and informing themſelves and 
others from good Evidence, of ſuch Inſtances of 


God's juſt Providence, as their Ages, and the Places 
they 
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they live in afford: For however, ſome atheiſtical 
Spirits are, according to their Wont, apt to ſlight and 
deſpiſe them; yet, Abundance of ſerious and conſi- 
dering Perſons do, and it is to be ſuppoſed, will, 
in After-Ages, make great Advantages by them. 
'[5. And yet this muſt be attempted with great 
Care and Caution, as a Thing on which we cannot 
lay out too much circumſpect Diligence and Induſtry : 
Which alſo follows from my Text and Doctrine. For 
thoſe Judgments by which the Lord is known, muſt 
be firſt known to be, and to be his Judgments ; that 
is, it muſt be known that ſuch Things, as to Matter 
of Fact, are certain; and that they are accompanied 
with ſuch Circumſtances as carry in them a moral Cer- 
tainty alſo, as I before told you, that they are in- 
flicted by God upon fuch an Account; becauſe, if 
there be a rational Doubt of the one, or the other, 
there muſt be an equal-Uncertainty in the Concluſions - 
drawn from ſuch uncertain Premiſes. 1 
Wherefore, it is certainly a foul and heinous Crime, 
and a Thing highly injurious both to God and Man, 
for any Perſon or Perſons, either out of a miſguided 
Zeal for God, or out of a particular fond Affection to 
any Party in Religion, and much more, upon the Ac- 
count of any more unjuſtifiable Paſſion, to become a 
Forger of Divine Judgments, or a buſy Reporter 
and Spreader of ſuch Forgeries, For this is to ſpeak 
evickedly for God, and talk deceitfully for him; which 
Job chargeth with great Abhorrency upon his Friends, 
as judging it a moſt unbecoming Thing to endeavour 
to prop up the Cauſe of the God of Truth with Falſe- 
hoods. Nor indeed is it leſs miſchievous, than it is 
unſuitable, to the Intereſt 1t pretends to defend : For 
though one or two ſuch pious Frauds may prove at the 
firſt, (in ſome Juncture of Time wherein ſimple and 
well-meaning Devotion prevails over the inquiſitive 
Humour of Mankind) to be ſome Way ſerviceable to 
the Deſign they were coined for : Yet in Proceſs of 
| Time, 
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Time, as the State of Religion alters, and Men (hav- 
ing, it may be, diſcovered the Fallacy) grow more 
nice of Belief in ſuch Matters, the Caſe is quite diffe- 
rent; for then ſtrikes in (ordinarily) the ſubtil Atheiſt 
or Miſbelie ver, and aggravates the Flaws he finds in ſuch 
Stories, as are really obnoxious, to the Blemiſhing the 
Reputation of the moſt undoubted Records of Chriſ- 
tianity itſelf, And it can hardly be imagined what a 
foul Imputation upon that holy Religion of our bleſſed 
Saviour amongſt Atheiſts and other Infidels, thoſe 
Cart-loads of Monkiſh Stories in the Romiſh Church have 
occaſioned z wherein the Miracles of their ſictitious 
Saints, and the Fudgments of God upon their pretended 
Adverſaries, are equally numerous z and yet both ſo 
groſly contrived, that the Unſkilfulneſs of the bungling 
| Inventers ſaves the Confuters of them the Pains of any 
ſtudied Arguments to diſprove them. And yet with 
ſuch a ſottiſh Credulity are the Generality of that Re- 
ligion poſſeſſed, that there is hardly any one who was 
eminently inſtrumental in the Reformation, but they can 
tell you of ſome miraculous Fudgment of God that 
brought him to his End; which they believe with 
equal Faith to what they have for the Goſpel itſelf; 
even that of Luther's Body being carried away out 
his Coffin by the Devil; which he himſelf lived to diſ- 
prove by his own Pen. | | 
And it were well if it could be ſaid of them only, 
that they prop up a Cauſe with lying Wonders, as is 
propheſied of them, that needs it; and that the indiſ- 
creet Zeal of others, who would be thought to have 
better Conſciences, as they have, wherein they differ 
from them, a better Cauſe, did not make Uſe of their 
Example too much, and treat their Brethren of dif- 
feren: Judgments in the petty Diſputes that divide 
them into Parties, in the ſame uncharitable Manner. 
At leaſt it were to be deſired, if ſuch hot Spirits will 
needs continue, with Solomon's MAad- man, to caſt Fire- 
brands one at another ; that they would not, * the 
| | . Foet's 
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Poet's Prometheus, ſteal Fire from Heaven to kindle 
them withal, by forging miraculous Providences to 
blaſt the Reputation of thoſe Cauſes they are prejudiced 
againſt, in the Perſons of thoſe that defend them. 

[6. Laſtly, we may learn hence, on all Hands; 
to make a more beneficial Uſe of God's judicial Pro- 
vidences ; to wit, that of the Text, to endeavour to 
advance in the Knowledge of God by them; which 
Duty, according to the uſual Extent of that P hraſe 
in Scripture, includes many Particulars. 

(1. As firſt, if any of us be Sufferers under any 
fuch Strokes, as our own Conſciences ſuggeſt to us 
are divine Judgments ; we are betwixt God and our 
Souls to endeavour to take up the Controverſy which 
he ſeems to have with us betimes ; and in arder there- 
unto to acknowledge and bewail thoſe known Sins 
which we are convinced of ; and in a more ſpecial 
Manner, thoſe which our Hearts ſeize on in freſh 
Purſuit, as the particular Cauſes of that Diſpleaſure 
from God, under which we lie; to humble ourſelves 
under his mighty Hand, and remove by ſerious Re- 
formation and Amendment of Life, out of his Sight, 
whatever is offenſive to thoſe pure Eyes which cannot 
behold Evil, or look on Iniquity. | 

And if it be not clear to us what particular Quar- 
rel God hath with us; or that he hath an e/fecia/ 
Cauſe given him beyond the ordinary Frailties of Hu- 
manity ; ſo that, as to any known great Crime, we 
are as clear as Fob himſelf ; yet we are, as he is well 
| adviſed, and alſo of himſelf reſolves before that Ad- 
vice, to ſay to God, ſhew me wherefore thou contend- 
eſt with me; and that which I ſee not, teach thou 
me; and if I have done Iniquity, I will do ſo no mare. 

This is to be done betwixt God and our own Con- 
ſciences, if none but God and they be acquainted with 
our Circumſtances. 

But it our Caſes and our Crimes too be already 


by God's Providence expoſed to the publick Notice, 
| | it 
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it is our Duty in this Caſe to go farther, and to evi- 
dence our true Repentance to the World, by a true, 
free, and ingenious Acknowledgment, juſtifying God, 
and giving Glory to him, as David and Achan did ; 
and warning others not to offend him in like Manner, 
by our Example. 

And in all theſe Caſes, if the preſent Judgment 
be upon ſuch Courſes taken, removed, and God's 
Hand turned away from us, we are ourſelves to take 
Heed we fin thus no more, leſt a worſe Thing come to 
ugs; and not provoke him, by a feigned Humiliation, 
whilſt we are under his correcting Hand, deſtitute of 
real Amendment, to do as he threatens, 7. e. puniſb 
us ſeven Times more, and augment his Severities, till 
our Wound become incurable, and paſt Remedy. 

(2. If we be (as in Epidemical Fudgments ) Sufferers 


in common with others; our Duty is, inſtead of ſhift- 


ing off the Blame upon others, each Man in particular 


to own his own Share in the common Guilt, as know- - 


ing the Plague of his own Heart, and by true Repent- 
ance and Amendment to leſſen the publick Load 
which he hath contributed to enlarge; and call on 
others, as he hath the Opportunity to do the like : 
And laſtly, when he hath rendred himſelf fit for that 
_ charitable Office to the Publick, by having recovered 
his own Innocence, to intercede earneſtly and affec- 


tionately, uſing his renewed Intereſt with a reconciled 


God, for the Society to which he doth belong. 

(3. If we be bare Hearers or Bebolders of God's 
great Severities upon others, and ourſelves free; we 
are then, | e | 

(I.) Wiſely to conſider his Doings ; ſo as to obſerve 
carefully what of God more than ordinarily appears 
in them; that we may give him the Glory of thoſe 
Perfections, which he hath thereby rendred moſt 
conſpicuous, for which thoſe that have Pleaſure in 
his Works (ſpecially ſtudy them. 

(2.) And particularly, to endeavour to reduce 


God's Providences of this Kind, as well as all others, 
| | to 
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to the Rule of his written Word; and obſerve the 
— they bear to each other: E or this 
will ſerve us to very great Purpoſes, in order to a 
firm Faith in him, and Fear of him, when we can 
ſay (with Moſes in. the Caſe of Nadab and Abihu ) 
That is that which the Lord hath ſaid. | 

(3.) To lay them up in Memory as a choice Trea- 
ſure, to be made uſe of when Occaſion ſerves : For 
God expects his great Works ſhould make deep Im-. 
preſſions in the Minds of Men ; and therefore ſome 
Interpreters read that Clauſe of Pſal. cxi. which we 
render, He hath made his wonderful Works to be re- 
membred, { Memorie conſecravit] he hath devoted, or 
conſecrated them to Remembrance: Wherein they 
imply, that it carries in it a Kind of Sacrilege, to let 
them ſlip through our Memories as common and in- 
conſiderable Things. And he takes Notice of it him- 


ſelf as a great Crime in the 1/raetites, That they remem- 


bred not his Hand, how he wrought his Signs in Egypt. 
aud his Wonders in the Field of Zoan. | 
{4.) And to improve that Remembrance, as Oc- | 
caſion is offered, by applying it to ourſelves and 
others, according to the Suitableneſs that thoſe Provi- 
dences bear to the Caſes to which they are applicable. 
So when the Iſraclites were apt to be afraid of the 
mighty and numerous Enemies they were to encoun- 
ter, at their Entrance into Canaan; God ſuitably re- 
calls to their Memories, what he did to Pharaoh and 
ell Egypt. And when our Saviour would fortify his 
Diſciples againſt the Temptations to Compliance 
with the obſtinate and unbelieving Fews, in holding 
out the Siege of OY out of Affection to their 
Concerns there, having before told them of that great 
Day of the Revelation of the Son of Man in his Judg- 
ments on that City; and that there wanted nothing 
to compleat its Deſtruction in Proportion to Sodom, 
but only the removing the Chriſtians thence, (as they 


went afterwards to * out of the City) in Confor- 


mit y 
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rity. to Lots going out of Sodom: He bids them to 
remember Lot's Wife, whoſe Tenderneſs of her Con- 
cerns in Sodom made her look back; and therefore, 
by God's juſt Judgment, in the very Place, ſhe was 
turned into a Statue of Salt. And the Pſalmiſt com- 
forted himſelf againſt God's preſent Enemies, and their 
outrageous Inſolences, by remembring God's Fudg- 
ments of ot. | SH 
(5.) And to be ſenſible of the ſpecial Mercy and 
Gopdneſs of God to us, whom, it may be he hath as 
fignally delivered when we were in equal Guilt and 
Danger with others, who no lels /ignally periſbed: Yea, 
poſſibly, when our own Conſciences told us, that we 
ourſelves better deſerved to have been made Examples 
of divine Severity, than they that were ſo. 

Thus the returning Jews acknowledge with Grati- 
tude the Mercy of God to them, that in the common 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem he had left them a Remnant 
to eſcape, and to give them a Nail in his holy Place, i. e. 
a little, though but a weak Faſtening there. And ſo 
ought all thoſe whom God's Judgment have 4%, in 
publick Calamities eſpecially, like a few gleaning 
Grapes after the Vintage, as Iſaiah expreſſeth the faid 

Remnant of returning Jews. _ Rp 
(.) To poſſeſs our Hearts with a reverend and 
awful Fear of that God, who is terrible in his Doings 
towards the Children of Men. This Uſe David made 
of God's Stroke upon Uzzah ; he was afraid of the 
Lord that Day. And the whole Chriſtian Church, 
yea, the Generality of Men that heard of the unuſual 
Deaths of Ananias and his Wife, as I before obſerved, 
were ſurpriſed with a great Fear. When God as a 
Lion, does but roar in his Threatnings, who will not 
fear? ſays Amos, and much more, when (as his 
contemporary Prophet expreſſeth it) he tears like a 
young Lion, does he expect, certainly, that all Men 
ſhould ſerve him with Fear, and even thoſe that re- 
Joice before him, in the molt feſtival Exerciſes of Re- 
Es G a ligion, 


for Fear of the ſame or like Judgments. 


K 


gion, wherein Joy was Part of the Service required, 
ſhould do it with Trembling? Thus are Chriſtian 
Gentiles taught, upon Conſideration of the noted Se- 


verities of God towards his former People the Jews, 
not to be high-minded, but fear; as alſo the Chriſtian 
Jews, upon the Remembrance of the Severities of 
God towards their Forefathers under the Law, in the 
very Delivery whereof Moſes himſelf faid, I exceed- 
ingly fear and quake, are called on by the ſame A- 
poſtle, to ſerve him with Reverence and godly Fear; 
as conſidering, that not only Mount Sinai, but Mount 


Sion alſo had its Thundrings, and the Gofpel its Ter- 


rors, as well as the Law; ſo that Offenders againſt 
him that ſpeaks from Heaven, ſhall not eſcape more 
than they that deſpiſed him that ſpake on Earth; nay, 
ſhall rather be puniſhed with more Severity, becauſe 
the God of Chriſtians, as well as Jews, is, if provoked, 
a conſuming Fire; and not to be met, as IJſaiab ex- 
preſſeth it, by Thorns and Briars ſet in Array againſt 


him, leſt he go through them, and burn them toge- 


ther. 

| (7.) Laſtly, to improve that Fear for our future 
Caution ; that taking Warning by his noted Severi- 
ties towards others, we give him no Occaſion, by the 
ſame or like Provocations, to take us in Hand next; 
but eſpecially are we to take Heed of thoſe Sins in 
particular, againſt which we are evidently convinced 
God hath given publick Teſtimonies by any remarkable 
Fudgments : Which is the Uſe the Apoſtle tells us we 
ought to make of the great Judgments of God, againſt 


the old 1/raelites, left us upon Record in Scripture. 
Al thoſe Things, which there he reckons up, Sefell 


them, ſays he, for Examples, and were written fer our 
Admonition, upon whom the Ends of the World are 
come; to the Intent, as he implies it in ſeveral In- 


ſtances, that we ſhould not luſt, or commit Idelatry, or 


Fornication, or tempt Chriſt, or murmur, as they did, 


And 
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And the like End ſurely God aims at, in thoſe 
udgments which fall out in any Age, or Part of the 
World, to admoniſh Men to repent of, and for the 
future, abſtain from thoſe Courſes, which, as it were, 
after Violence to his Patience and Long-ſuffering, and 
extort thoſe notable Severities from him, by the au- 
dacious Importunity of their notorious Impieties. 

And in all ſuch Caſes the wiſe Man (in Solomon's 
Phraſe) will hear, and increaſe in Learning, by fortifying 
himſelf againſt all Temptations to thoſe Sins, againſt 
which he ſeeth the Hand of God ſo notably lifted up. 
So that, if among all the jolly Crew of ſottiſp Drunk- 
ards, but now and then one break his Neck in his 
Drunkenneſs, or by a Cup Quarrel loſe his Life; (tho 
withal many ſuch: ſhould eſcape ſuch Ends, even ſo 
many as to give Countenance to the profane Proverb, 
that drunken Men come by no Harm) yet the prudent 
Man will lay thoſe few contrary Inſtances to Heart, 
and ſay in himſelf, Why ſbould I not fear, if I de- 
ſpiſe ſuch Warnings, that I made the next Example in 
that Kind ? If there be a ſignal Inſtance in his Age, 
and within his Obſervation of a noted cruel Oppreſſor, 
upon whoſe Eſtate and Houſe the Curſe of God re- 
markably deſcends, fo that his Poſterity are either all 
buried in Death, i. e. die obſcurely, ſo as to be miſſed 
by ſcarce any body ; or if any of them ſurvive, they 
are wot ſatisfied with Bread; but the great Eſtates 
gotten by unlawful Means, melt away like Wax be- 
fore the Sun, e'er inherited by the third Generation; 
the ſerious Obſerver will learn, not to enuy him, nor 
chuſe any of his Ways. 

If the Examples ſhould be more rare, than in theſe 
Days they are, of a debauched Prodigal ſpending all 
bis Living with Harlots, and by Means of whoriſh - 
Women reduced from an ample Eſtate to a Prece of 
Bread: Or of ſome other Sinners in the ſame Kind, 
rhole Fleſh and Body are conſumed with a loathſome 
Diſeaſe, thereby receiving in themſelves (in the Oy 
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of the Apoſtle, concerning Uncleanneſs in another 
Kind) that Recompence of their Error which was meet: 

| The conſidering Man will ſay with himſelf, What 

| Security have I, that the ſame Sin, if T1 follow it, will 

| nuot reduce me to the ſame Caſe ? It but the Field of a Slug- 

4 gard be overgrown with Thorns, and Neltles cover the 
Face thereof, i. e. his worldly Eſtate goes backward 
for Want of honeſt Induſtry, a wiſe Solomon will con- 
ider it, and receive Inſtruction. If the daring and au- 
dacious Appeals of a bold Sinner to God in fearful 
Curſes upon himſelf; or profane Affectations of a 
new uncouth Way of Gallantry, by inventing zew 
Imprecations againſt himſelf; or the malicious Shoot- 
ing of bitter Words as Arrows in evil Wiſhes againſt 
others; amongſt Men that love Cur/ing; do but once 
or twice in an Age meet with a ſuitable Stroke of di- 
vine Severity, and Curſing come into the Curſers Bow- 
els like Water, and as Oil into his Bones: A conſide- 
rate Chriſtian will take Heed, that he offend not thus 
with his Tongue; and by a ſolemn Purpoſe, as with a 
Bridle, keep his Mouth from tranſereſſmng in that Man- 
ner. | 

In a Word, when all the Places of Execution in a 

Nation become Pulpits, whence the miſerable Ma- 

lefactors from their own woeful Experience, preach 

Recantation Sermons, wherein they renounce the evil 

Principles they have lived by, and warn all Men of 

the dangerous Conſequences of licentious and de- 

bauched Courſes : And the ſame Doctrine be alſo as 

frequently preached from the Death-Beds of other 

* Sinners, wherein the Curſes written in God's Book are 
1 verified in the Eyes and Ears of all Men, except they 
bb wilfully ſhut them both; who, but a deſperately for- 
Jorn Wretch, will dare fay in his Heart, I all have 

Peace, though I walk in the Imagination of mine own 

Heart; i. e. gratify my own ſinful Inclinations to Sa- 

tiety, as one that adds Drunkenneſs to Thirſt ? Againſt 


ſuch an one, ſurely, if any ſuch there be, the Anger 9 
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the Lord and his Jealouſy may well ſmoke, yea, and 


burn, as he elſewhere threatens, 10 be lowefs Hell; 
the Place appointed for them, ſays: the Verſe follow- 


ing my Text, that under ſuch evident Tokens to re- 


member him by, forget God. And juſtly may God 
make them Examples themſelves, whom the Ex- 
amples of others will not amend, as being guilty of 
tempting his Juſtice beyond all Poſſibility of For- 
bearance, by the ungrateful abuſing of that Patience 
that ſhould have led them to Repentance, of daring Pre- 
ſumption upon that Lenity and Goodneſs which only 
hath given them that merciful Reprieve, by which 
their forfeited Souls are held in Life; of monſtrous 
Hardneſs and Impenitency of Heart, whereby they trea- 
ſure up to themſelves Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, 


and the Revelation of the righteous Fudgment of God; 


and laſtly, of prodigious Madneſs, and 3 


 Fool-hardineſs, when, as notwithſtanding the fearful 


Inſtances in all Ages, by which God hath taught the 
World, that none ever hardened himſelf againſt him, 
and proſpered ; yet, as if they would wreſtle a Fall, 
or fight a Duel with the Almighty, they run upon him 
even in his Neck, and on the thick Boſſes of his Buck- 
lerz. Believe it, Sinner, believe it, for Truth itſelf 
hath ſpoken it, though God ſpare thee awhile, and 
execute not Sentence ſpeedily againſt thy wicked 
Works; though he be flow to Anger, and endure with 
much Long: ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted for De- 
ſtruction, as not being willing that any ſhould pe- 
riſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance ; yet will 
he not finally ſuffer his holy Spirit to be vexed, his 
Patience to be trampled upon, his Word and its Warn- 
ings to be deſpiſed, and his exemplary Executions to 
be entertained only as News, without any farther Ef- 
fect; but if the Wicked turn not, he will whet his 
$word, he will bend his Bow, and make it ready, and 
prepare for him the Inſtruments of Death; and when he 
hath ſtirred up all bis Wralb, which yet in his great 
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